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The Vaughans in their Woodstock home with Morrison (named after Van) and (inset) 42 years ago at their wedding.  
Photos courtesy the Vaughans

See  BILL & LAUREL
 on page 4

BY JOAN ANDERSON

She can’t sing. He can’t paint. But together they possess a boatload of talent that enriches the Shenandoah Valley arts scene.

She is Laurel Vaughan who captures the local landscape in dreamy pastels.

He is Bill Vaughan who rocks the room as he pounds on his keyboard and belts out the best of the 60s and beyond.

They came to Shenandoah County to do what they loved, after a life mixed with music, art, traditional work, children, and 
     one transformative experience. Oh, and they met cute.

A Valentine Story

Bill & LaurelBill & Laurel

BY MARGARET LORENZ

Inside Mountain View Lanes on a cold rainy January afternoon, Juan-
ita Watts, Greta Luttell and Gates Angle celebrate their bowling scores 
with high fives and free sodas from the management. Every Tuesday 
afternoon from 1 to 3 pm, beginning in September and ending in May, 
about 40 seniors meet to bowl at Mountain View in Woodstock.  

Seniors 
Bowl for 
Fun and 
High Scores

Photo Margaret Lorenz
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Storytellers

Compatibility Quiz
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For more information, contact 
Mary Gibson, Parish Administrator
beckfordsecretary@gmail.com

The Episcopal Churches 
  of Shenandoah County

Emmanuel Church
122 East Court Street
Woodstock, VA 

St. Andrew’s Church
5890 Main Street
Mt. Jackson, VA 

Rev Michael Cadaret, Interim Rector

The congregations of Beckford Parish invite you 
                  to enter to worship and depart to serve.

Weekly Worship
Sunday Mornings:
8 am Holy Eucharist/Emmanuel
9:15 am Holy Eucharist/St. Andrew’s
11:15 am Holy Eucharist/Emmanuel

Wednesdays:
11:30 am Silent Prayer/Emmanuel
12:30 pm Contemplative Eucharist/ Emmanuel

Rector’s Bible Study
Monday Evening 5 pm/Emmanuel
Tuesday Morning 10:30 am/St. Andrew’s

                                Ongoing Events 
•  Community “Dinner with Friends Potluck Supper “   
   1st Thursday of the month, 7:15 pm at Emmanuel
•  Community Luncheon
    2nd Thursday of the month,
    11:30 am-1 pm at St. Andrew’s

Emmanuel: 540-459-2720
St Andrew’s: 540-477-3335
www.beckfordparish.org
www.facebook.com/Beckford Parish

All services are 
open to the

 public and we 
invite you to 

join us.

Here at the Mountain Courier, we are always delighted to hear from readers who’ve been 
enjoying our paper. Our January edition turned out to be especially good material for happy 
feedback.

The comments started with the folks over at Shenandoah County Parks & Recreation who 
wrote in to express their appreciation of our “Try Something New” story, a staff compilation of 
experiences we had attending a variety of county classes.

Jered Hoover, Director of SCP&R wrote: “We were tickled pink to see the nice article relat-
ing to what we do. We appreciate your staff exploring our activities and informing the public of 
what we do.”

“What a wonderful article and such a neat way to do it!!” wrote Teresa Funkhouser, Senior 
Services Program Supervisor, SCP&R. “I am glad to learn everyone had awesome experiences 
as I know that is what we all hope for.”

January turned out to be a particularly good month for Courier writer Tom Chipley, too. 

“We find the Mountain Courier very interesting and an enjoyable read,” wrote Peggy and 
Walt Smith of New Market. “We have not seen Tom Chipley’s “The Adventures of Steele 
McRench” for a few months. Do hope he starts up his adventures soon. We miss reading them....
We did get Tom Chipley’s book.”

Well, Chipley fans, the good news is that you, too, can get the collected adventures of  
McRench in one beautiful volume for sale at Fort Valley Nursery. Although McRench’s space 
and time-defying escapades have run their course in the Courier, we urge you to get hold of Tom 
and inquire about his many latest projects. He can be reached at pennink7@gmail.com. 

Meanwhile, thanks so much for the feedback—we always enjoy hearing from you!

—Amy Voss-DeVito, Editor
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See  COMINGS & GOINGS
 on page 4

Downtown Woodstock sees changes again. 
Photo Google maps, 2015

A little buzz around town

Comings & Goings
OPEN CLOSED

sue bloomfield
703/283-5553    subloom@aol.com
www.bloomyourrooms.com

bloom
A unique approach to freshening up your spaces...
using what you have.

During a two-hour session, we’ll analyze your space, 
re-accessorize, work on art/furniture placements... 
and leave you with ideas for the future.

$50/session for Valley peeps!

BY JOAN ANDERSON

To everything there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under the heaven...                 
Ecclesiastes 3:1

With this Bible quote, Sweet Blessings, 
the bakery and caterer next to the Woodstock 
Café, announced it would be closing on Friday, 
January 13. The quote was appropriate for the 
Christian-oriented business, but also seems fit-
ting for much of the news this month.

In its announcement, Sweet Blessings said 
it had been more successful than it ever ex-
pected, met strangers that became friends, and 
made millions of cakes, cookies, and meals, 
but it was time for “what the next season 
holds.” 

The space on Main Street was not empty 
for long as Heather Silvious, owner of Hap-
penings Event Planning, moved in on Janu-
ary 16. Heather, who holds a BA in business 
administration from Mary Baldwin College, 
and an MBA from Shenandoah University, 
founded her event planning business in 2012 
after several years in healthcare.

For more about her full-service offerings, 
visit happeningseventplanning.com or happen-
ings on Facebook. Her phone number is 540-
975-2572.

Speaking of time, Cristina’s Café, 219 
West King Street, Strasburg has drastically 
changed its hours and announced that it will no 
longer feature music on Friday and Saturday 
nights. The only night the café will be open is 
Sunday for open mic night.

In explaining the change, Crissy Willis said: 
“It’s no secret that Cristina’s Cafe is a family 

operated small business. After eight years of 
doing business in Strasburg, a lot of things have 
changed in our family. We now have two new 
babies to look after and we want to make sure 
we continue to provide the quality and service 
we are known for. So, we will be scaling back 
our hours in order to provide balance at home 
and balance at the Cafe.” 

The new hours are: Monday, Thursday to 
Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm, Sunday 8 am to 9 pm, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, closed.

Sadly, the Strasburg Florist at 244 West 
King Street has closed leaving the town with no 
flower shop.  Doghaus Blooms left Strasburg 
for Stephens City some time ago, and the clos-
ing of Buggy B’s nearly two years ago, meant 

no more great arrangements by Barbara Plitt.  
The closest shop now would be Valley Flower 
Shop and Greenhouse on Main Street in Wood-
stock, which is now in its 67th year.

Also in Strasburg, the Iron Rose, clothing 
and accessories shop, has vacated its premises 
at 179 East King Street and is moving to the 
Strasburg Emporium, we hear.

Back Road Country Primitives moved into 
Baker’s Store at 12363 Back Road, back in No-
vember. The store carries handmade country /
primitives as well as hand crocheted items, pot-
tery, hand painted furniture and some clothing, 

Lee & Peggy Santos
Three Time 

National Champions

www.santosdance.com
facebook.com/SantosDanceVA

Cell: 540-335-4800
email: 

lee@santosdance.com

Happy Birthday Opus
Send a Opus 
a present!

See page 29
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BILL & LAUREL
Continued from page 1

COMINGS & GOINGS
Continued from page  3



books, DVDs, glassware, costume jewelry, and 
furniture.  Hours are 10 am to 5 pm Thursday 
through Saturday.  Baker’s had been empty for 
some time; it’s nice to see a new tenant in the 
place that dates to 1860.

In Edinburg, The Shop on Main Street is 
set to open on February 2 at 212 North Main 
Street underneath the Edinburg Renaissance B 
& B. Joan Reistetter, proprietor, lists her offer-
ings as the unique and fanciful, antiques, rustic 
and primitive pieces, artwork, jewelry, quilts, 
yarn and fiber work, and more. Her hours will 
be Thursday to Saturday 10 am to 5 pm and by 
appointment.  Phone: 540- 984-3015

 Also, sort of in Edinburg, Larkin’s Grocery 
at 19004 Senedo Road, has finally reopened af-
ter extensive work done to repair damage from 
a fire in April 2016

Boost Mobile has opened in the Walmart 
Shopping Center in Woodstock, right next to 
the Verizon Store. Phone 459-9229.

Also, changing hours for the winter is All 
Things Virginia at The Farmhouse, 125 North 
Main Street, Woodstock. The shop will be 
closed on Mondays through March. Open hours 
are: 10  am to 5 pm, Wednesday through Satur-
day, and noon to 5 pm on Sunday. The shop, 
which features wine, beer and crafts, recently 
announced a new offering —Viking Blod from 
Denmark. Sounds like something to warm you 
up on a cold day.

In the bad news/good news category, we 
turn to trash disposal. Sadly, for residents 
along and near Back Road in Woodstock and 
Maurertown, the Saint Luke Convenience Site, 
(better known as recycling and trash disposal 
site) at 4193 Back Road, closed for good at the 
end of last year. This leaves roughly 1,000 ru-
ral residents with a much longer trip with their 
garbage.

However, to the rescue comes Seth Whitak-
er, who recently founded Shenandoah Valley 
Disposal, LLC. Based out of Mount Jackson, 
he offers once a week garbage pickup for areas 
outside of towns, at a monthly charge ranging 
from $30 to $45. 

Whitaker says he believes his service will 
be especially useful for the elderly who have 
no convenient disposal alternatives. He will 
pick up garbage bags from front porches and so 
doesn’t require customers to bring their trash 
up to a road. The company also offers garage, 
barn and attic cleanouts by appointment. For 
more information, visit shenvalleydisposal.
com or phone 540-856-3337

Karen Whetzel reports that By the Riv-
er Gifts, a nice shop at 9428 South Congress 
Street, New Market, is now closed. That is a 
shame as we just announced its opening last 
August.

Opening in Mount Jackson on February 1 is 
the Shenandoah Valley Design Studio, a res-
idential and commercial design center owned 
by Karen Estep, Allied ASID. With more than 
30 years of interior design experience, Karen 
brings years of service from Denver to New 
York. The studio offers cabinetry for home, 
bath and office, floor and wall coverings, win-
dow treatments and upholstery. Installation and 
delivery are available for all products. 

The studio address is 5557 Main Street, next 
to the Confederate cemetery.  Studio hours are 
10 am to 5 pm, Tuesday through Friday, and by 
appointment. A Grand Opening is planned for 
later this spring. 

And finally, in case you missed it, Sharon 
Baroncelli has been named the new executive 
director of the Shenandoah County Chamber 
of Commerce, replacing Cheri Wright, who 
resigned in October. Baroncelli has served 
as director of two other chambers and on the 
Shenandoah County Board of Supervisors 
some years back.

Valentine’s Day is a few weeks off and is a 
good time to take advantage of our wonderful 
local restaurants, wineries and breweries. 

Enjoy.

Bill and Laurel both grew up in Montgom-
ery County, attending separate schools and not 
meeting until they were students at Montgom-
ery College. Laurel says simply, “We met on 
the sidewalk.” Bill’s explanation is a bit more 
detailed. 

 “First you have to know that Laurel is shy. 
I’m the outgoing one.” With that background 
established, he continues, “I was walking to 
class one day and heard these footsteps be-
hind me. I kept walking and they were still 
there. I turned around and saw this incredibly 
good-looking blonde. I asked her what she was 
doing and she replied, ‘I’m following in your 
footsteps.’ I invited her to a gig I was playing 
that night and we’ve been together pretty much 
ever since.”

Ever since is 42 years married now and two 
children – a son, Billy, in Sterling, VA, and a 
daughter, Erin, in Austin, TX.

Bill’s Music, Laurel’s Art
In their early years, Bill was a full-time 

musician and Laurel a graphic artist. Bill be-
lieves he played in pretty much every possible 
venue inside and around the Beltway in his 16 
years as both a band member and soloist. Cel-
lar Door. Clyde’s. Childe Harold. Royal War-
rant…the list goes on. He also has performed 
on cruise ships, at casinos and resorts and with 
such legends as Roberta Flack, Conway Twit-
ty and Hank Snow. He has written nearly 200 
songs and issued two CDs.

Laurel, for her part, says she worked for 
nearly every ad agency up and down Con-
necticut Avenue, plus for Marriott, and for the 
Beyda Boutique doing fashion illustration. One 
of her favorite assignments was working with 
NBA stars on an anti-drunk driving public ser-
vice campaign.

Changing Course
After many years of performing, Bill decid-

ed it was time to switch gears and go back to 
school so he could get a job with benefits for 
his family, which now included two children. 
He enrolled at George Mason University and 
earned a BA and MA in geography and carto-
graphic science. 

Shortly after that, he began a 20-year career 
with Prince William County in demographics 
and community development, serving most re-
cently as chief economist. The family moved 
to an old farm house on two acres in the coun-
tryside near Nokesville. Bill still played music 
part-time and Laurel continued to work as a 
graphic artist until…

Life-changing event
About 15 years ago, Bill went to New York 

City to attend an economic conference. Laurel 
decided to tag along “as a vacation,” she says. 
On the morning of the last day of the confer-
ence, Laurel put on her workout clothes and 
left to use the hotel’s gym. Bill was in the room 
having coffee. Standing at the elevator, Laurel 
said she heard an airplane engine, then an ex-

plosion, and the building rocked. 

The hotel’s fire alarm sounded and she 
rushed back to the room. She had put her purse 
in the room safe and tried to get it out but under 
pressure of the emergency, couldn’t remem-
ber the code. The couple gave up on that and 
rushed off. They walked down 16 flights and 
were told to run as fast as they could across the 
street and not look up.

“Of course, we looked up,” Laurel said, de-
spite the debris that was raining down. That’s 
when the second plane hit the other Twin 
Tower.

You see, Bill and Laurel were staying in 
the Marriott Hotel, which was in between the 
Twin Towers and served as a staging point for 
emergency personnel as it connected with both 
towers. “The Marriott is seldom mentioned in 
reports about September 11, 2001,” Bill notes, 
“and yet it played an important role.” Bill is on 
the board of the Marriott Hotel World Trade 
Center Survivors group that hosts reunions, 
collects stories, honors those lost and raises 
funds for their families. 

About 50 people were killed in the hotel, a 
few guests and employees, but mostly firefight-
ers. When the two towers collapsed, they fell on 
the hotel, Bill explains. After leaving the hotel, 
the two headed for the apartment of Bill’s aunt 
and uncle who knew they were in town for the 
conference. “We must have walked 50 blocks,” 
Laurel said. They kept phoning Bill’s aunt 
and uncle. When they finally reached them by 
phone, Bill’s first words were “We are alive,” 
thinking he needed to calm his aunt and uncle’s 
fears. “That’s nice,” his aunt replied. “They had 
no idea what had happened at the towers.” 

That was 2001. In 2005, the Vaughans 
moved to Shenandoah County for good. Many 
reasons fed that decision, but the events of 
9/11 were a key motivator. Bill wrote a song 
inspired by the event which he performed at 
World Trade Center Memorials in 2014 and 
2015. It took him nearly 10 years to publish the 
song on a CD as he did not want to commer-
cialize it. Called A Phthalo Lullaby*, it opens:

Last night as I lay sleeping 
I dreamed that you were there, 
just like you were alive again
And I could swear, too, 
all the saints were there too
Like feathers in the sky, 
like feathers in the sky
 
Oh, can’t you see it, 
don’t you believe in it 
just think of all the days 
gone fading in the haze
before you left me, 
the grieving cleft me
The blues become a gray 
that’s with me every day



Mountain Courier                                                                                      February 2017                                                                                                                    5 

The Vaughans at their passions, an easel and a piano. 
Photos by Joan Anderson



Life in the Valley: Laurel
Life in rural Prince William County did not 

prove as bucolic as the Vaughans had imag-
ined, so when they moved to the Valley, they 
chose a home in the heart of Woodstock. It sits 
partway up a hill with a good view of Massa-
nutten Mountain. That view became significant 
as Laurel entered the local arts scene. She was 
introduced to the arts community by Dan Voss, 
who had taught at Montgomery College before 
he moved to Woodstock. Coincidentally, he 
was succeeded at the college by Bill Vaughan’s 
sister.

On a whim, Laurel painted the view of the 
mountains out her window nearly every day 
for a year. That collection of mountain paint-
ings turned into a set of notecards, one for each 
season. “It was a good exercise,” Laurel says. 
From there, she moved on to barns and then to 
trees. She made her own frames for her barn 
paintings out of old barn wood. 

Her newest project is quite different-- “por-
traits of the elderly in an attempt to expose the 
hidden beauty and wisdom that is all around us 
if we only take the time to look,” she explains. 
Making it a true multi-media project, Laurel is 
also conducting interviews of her subjects as 
they talk about one aspect of their long lives. 
One of those subjects is her local mentor, 
Dan Voss.

Three of her pencil portraits are on display 
through February 24 in an exhibit called Both 
Sides Now in the Media Arts Gallery on the 
Rockville Campus of Montgomery College. 
Laurel’s work can be seen regularly at the 7 
East Gallery in Woodstock. She shares her tal-
ents in classes she conducts for VECCA. Her 
next one is Drawing II. It will meet every Sat-
urday in February from 10 am to noon at the 
studio in the back of 7 East Gallery, 123 South 
Main Street. Email Laurel at vaughan@shentel.
net to register or for more information.

Life in the Valley: Bill
“Generous,” “Welcoming,” “Immediate,” 

are words Bill uses to describe the way people 
helped him enter the Valley music scene. He 
gives particular credit to Coe Sherrard of the 
Woodstock Cafe who fosters local musicians 
by making the cafe a venue for performances, 
and the late Ricky Wilkins, with whom Bill be-
came good friends. 

“I still miss him,” Bill says. “We compli-
mented each other and developed harmonies 
I haven’t known with others. We blended so 
well.” The two could have been competitors 
since they both played keyboard, but he was 
“very generous,” Bill said, leading to a close 
friendship between Ricky and his wife, Aman-
da, and Bill and Laurel.

For the first ten years in the Valley, Bill 
commuted one and a half hours one way each 
day to his job in Prince William County while 
also playing on weekends in local cafes, win-
eries and clubs. Finally, in February, 2016, Bill 
retired early to reduce the pressure on him and 
begin to enjoy life in the Valley even more. 

A listing of his frequent performances can 
be found on his website, including a new show 
he has created:

“Bill Vaughan’s Rock and Roll Revival,” 
which will be held at the Woodstock Café the 
evening of Saturday, March 18. Tickets may 
still be available by calling 540-459-8888.  Bill 
says the show will include songs from the Gold-
en Age of Rock and Roll. Playing with him will 
be Bugsy Cline, Doyle Schaeffer, Aaron Clay, 
and James Cotton.

(A final coincidence—20 years ago, Coe 
Sherrard, in another life, hired Bill Vaughan to 
play on a Spirit of Washington boat cruise.)

Will Laurel be at the rock and roll show? 
She attends most of his performances, she says. 
“She supports me,” Bill says, “and I support 
her. “She even knows how to pack up my equip-
ment,” he says with pleasure. 

Their footsteps now have long been side by 
side since that fateful day on the sidewalk at 
Montgomery College.

*A Phthalo Lullaby is on Bill’s CD Phthalo 
Blue, named for a particular shade of blue that 
Bill says he associates with New York City. It is 
pronounced thaa-lo with the ph silent.

For more information
•  On Laurel: facebook.com/Laurel  
       VaughanFineArt/
•  On Bill: billvaughanmusic.com
•  On the Marriott Hotel: 
    sept11marriottsurvivors.org 

WINTERFEST
Saturday, March 11
 8-11 a.m. - Pancake Breakfast 

in Fireside Grill
9 a.m. - Polar Plunge at 

Pump House on Fairway Dr.
11 a.m. - Costume Parade, Slope-side

2 p.m. - Pond Skimming
Featuring music by DJ Ethan

Scrumptious Wine Dinners

www.bryceresort.com | 540-856-2121
Basye, VA | Exit 273 off I-81

Enjoy the same Woodstock Cafe menu and pairing at Bryce Resort!

Make reservations at 
bryceresort.com/events

February 8 - Italian Wine Dinner | 8 courses with pairings | $58
March 8 - French Wine Dinner | 6 courses with pairings | $58
May 3 - Legends Wine Dinner | 8 courses with pairings | $75
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BOWLING
Continued from page 1

Greta Luttell is one 
of the top-scoring 

women bowlers in the 
senior league. 

Photos by Margaret Lorenz

“Spare Us” 
teammates Janet 
Waugerman and 
Lise Larkin relax 
between games. 

Dana Altenberger, 
Greta Luttell and 

Bob Carte
 share laughs. 

Photo by Joan Chapman 540-984-8973

4176 Swover Creek Rd, Edinburg VA 22824

Come out and see us. We’re located on one of the prettiest little 
country roads in Shenandoah County...just off Rt 42 - 

Only 12 miles from Bryce and 9.5 miles from Woodstock. 

Swover Creek . . . a small, hard-working, 
Shenandoah County family farm for over 100 years

• Growing hops for home-produced beer & our own Farm Brewery 
• Growing lots of berries for Pick-Your-Own  • Free-range eggs

• From Our Store: homemade sausages & smoked meats, sweet breads, cakes,    
     cookies, quiches and jams made from our pesticide-free berries 

           and fruits from local farms.

TRIVIA every Third Thursday at 7pm
with Trivia-masters Matt & Curtis.

Berries, Brews & Brats

www.swovercreekfarms.com

Hang out & sup
port 

a good cause! 
2-5pm

Think CATS! We’re hosting a fund raiser for the 

Humane Society of Shenandoah County. 

Bring a monetary or cat food 

donation and get 

         $2 off a pizza!

The TapRoom

The Loafing
Shed

Winter-ready: 
 The Loaf ing Shed i s 

toas ty-warm. . .
It’s been enclosed and note the wood 

burning stove! Join us!

DARTS - Friday’s at 7pm.
Open dart tournament with a prize for 1st 
place. Darts provided or bring your own. 

Winter Hours

Thurs 4-8/Fri 12-8 

Sat 12-8/Sun 12-7 

Closed Mon-Wed 

Cute Cats for 
Adoption!

Cute Cats 
on our Big 
screen!

Sat, February 1
1

Joan Chapman said, “We are here for fun, but it sure feels good to rack 
up those high scores.”  It is not unusual for several bowlers to score over 200 
points for at least one of three games played. The current group of bowlers 
range in age from late 50s to mid 90s. Some have bowled off and on through-
out their lives, others only took up bowling when they joined this league.   

Owner Frank Miroballi and manager Lorie Dodson welcome the seniors 
and said they have room for more. Currently, there are 14 groups made up of 
three players.  Each person pays $7 for the afternoon. Shoes and balls are free. 
Warren Halvorson, a retired school librarian, uses the ball he received as a gift 
for graduation from college. 

A computer keeps score and an overhead screen flashes the name of the 
upcoming bowler. However, I noticed most of the groups were keeping their 
own pencil scores—just to make sure the computer wasn’t screwing up, 
some said.

The atmosphere is relaxed. Without the pressure of league competition, 
the afternoon feels like a party of 40 friends meeting for laughter, good-na-
tured ribbing and a few quarter bets. In this case, the oldest bowler versus the 
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Sisters Gladys Ritenour, Becky Hoover and Juanita Watts compare 
scores - or a bit of gossip.  Photo by Joan Chapman

“The Alley Cats,” Kathleen Frey, Ray 
Walliser and his mother Deanna Walliser 
enjoy an afternoon of bowling.  

“Mean Machines” team member 
Judy Wymer is pleased with her 
game. Photos by Margaret Lorenz

At 94, Ed Martin looks 
forward to Tuesday 
bowling. Photo by 
Joan Chapman

youngest. Ed Martin said he’s given a lot of quarters to Becky Menges.  

Gates Angle, a former bowling coach, said he looks forward to the fel-
lowship and Ed Martin said it is the highlight of his week.  According to 
Janet Waugerman, this is the nicest group she has ever met. She bowls with 
her husband Sam and Lise Larkin. They encourage one another, groan when 
the ball goes in the gutter and kibbitz throughout the afternoon.     

How to join: Lorie said they always need substitutes and will put to-
gether a team of strangers or friends.  Family groups and friends bowl 
together and strangers bowl together. When Joan and Jack Chapman took 
up bowling last year, the management paired them with Don Sherman who 
was looking for a team.     

For more information, contact Mountain View Lanes, 150 East Res-
ervoir Road, Woodstock. The phone number is 540-459-5400.  Mountain 
View is open seven days a week with different starting and closing times. 
Generally, the doors open at noon or later and close at 9 or 10 pm.  On 
weekends they stay open until midnight.  

Gates Angle and Becky 
Hoover share their 
enthusiasm for bowling. 
Photo by Margaret Lorenz

Don Sherman lets it rip!  Photo by Joan Chapman

Warren Halvorson and Dana Altenberger
show their techniques while 

Joan Chapman sets up 
her frame.  

Photos by 
Margaret Lorenz
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Firefighters and storytellers at heart, R-L, Dan Hottel with son, Phil and grandson, Zach in the Woodstock Fire 
Department museum. Photos by Roger Barbee

Three of a Kind

BY ROGER BARBEE

All fire hydrant barrels in Woodstock are 
painted red and all caps are painted silver. How-
ever, the bonnets are painted either red, orange, 
green, or blue. That is a nice, decorative touch.

Firefighter Dan Hottel, who turned 91 in De-
cember, is a bridge from days gone by to mod-
ern day Woodstock.  Dan grew up across from 
what is now the national headquarters for Sigma 
Sigma Sigma Sorority. He attended grades 1-4 
where Lawyers’ Row now stands, then Wood-
stock School across the railroad tracks and later 
Woodstock High School where the Shenandoah 
County Government office building is located. 
After high school, Dan worked for Boyer Dis-
tributors, the Peer and Brill Ford distributorship 
and then delivered milk for Shenandoah Pride 
Dairy for 37 ½ years. He and his wife, Virginia, 
who died in 2010, had one son, Phil. But more 
about him later.

The Woodstock of Dan’s early life was dif-
ferent than Woodstock now. It was a smaller 
town where residents knew each other on a 
personal level. There was no interstate, only 
Route 11, which was crowded with local busi-
nesses. Dan tells how it seemed everybody 
came to town on Saturdays to make purchas-
es, go to the bank and talk with other citizens. 
A family would sit on one bench talking with 
another family, then move down Route 11 to 
another bench to chat with a new family. The 
Woodstock of his youth was a small, thriving, 
and self-sufficient community where its citizens 
could find employment. And it is that sense of 
community that drove him, at age sixteen, to 
become a volunteer firefighter in January 1942. 

There are many ways for a citizen to serve 
her or his community. Options such as Re-
sponse, Family Promise, the Clothes Closet, 
libraries, churches and our hospital provide an 
opportunity to “give back.”  Volunteer firefight-
ers’ service demands more as she or he must re-
spond at a moment’s notice instead of having a 
set time to volunteer, and they face death with 
each non-incidental call. 

While the fire department location has not 
changed since Dan joined, it received fewer 
calls then than now. Dan explains that folks 
were more independent and did not want to 
bother a firefighter unless it was considered a 
true emergency. Thus, the homeowner would 
stop a chimney fire by throwing potato peels, 
ice, salt or baking soda into the stove or fire-
place to stop the fire. Neighbors helped each 

other instead of relying on the fire department. 
Only if the fire was major would they call the 
fire department. A fire in those earlier days 
burned hot because the fuel for the fire was 
wood, straw or cloth.  Fires today are often of 
other materials that burn much hotter and are 
much more deadly.

Dan tells how, just as today, the volunteers 
raised money. While soup dinners and square 
dances called by Joe Miller were popular, the 
big fundraiser was the carnival on Court Square 
held each July 4th. The carnival had booths 
selling food and items, bingo games, firetruck 
rides and the obligatory parade. It was an an-
ticipated and well-supported community event 
much like steak dinners are today. 

When asked to name his most memorable 
fire, Dan tells how the Uptown Theatre (locat-
ed near today’s Circuit Court building) 1949 
fire was so big that the Woodstock mayor, Web 
Riley, called the mayor of Winchester to send 

their ladder truck to help fight it. The fire was 
caused by a common danger in theatres of that 
era—the celluloid film caught fire. The New 
York Restaurant, located nearby, also had many 
grease fires. 

Dan served in many positions —from chief 
to chaplain—and still goes to the fire depart-
ment to talk with the firefighters. He answers 
questions and shares his experiences, all the 
while recognizing the big difference in his days 
as a firefighter and the ones of today. Dan points 
out some things remain the same: the need for 
fundraisers supported by the community, the 
sense of giving back to that community and the 
danger on every call.

In 1975 and not quite eighteen, Phil Hottel 
followed his father by joining the Woodstock 
Fire Department and holding many different 
positions. He and a core of other firefighters’ 
sons became Junior Firefighters to serve their 
community. Because he is the son of a firefight-

er, Phil is keenly aware of the changes in the 
nature of fires and the methods in which they 
are fought.  In his early days, Phil rode on the 
back of a firetruck, often putting on his coat or 
helmet as the truck sped to the fire. Today, ev-
eryone rides in an enclosed cab which is heated 
and air-conditioned. Personal equipment has 
changed, too. While Dan wore a rubber fire 
coat and boots, Phil’s coat is made of Kevlar 
and Nomex, and his boots are made of leath-
er because they hold the foot better and do not 
melt in certain situations, such as grass fires. 

Phil explains that fires today have a much 
different personality than the fires his father 
fought. Today’s fires are fueled by foams, plas-
tics and other poly-made materials that produce 
hydrogen cyanide which can kill a firefighter 
quickly.  Firefighters all wear a Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus which allows them to 
work in toxic atmospheres. Today’s firefighter 
works to extinguish the “dead load” which is 

 Living in the 
Valley
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This 1942 Ford Woodstock fire truck was lovingly restored by department 
members. Photos by Roger Barbee

A colorful water wagon of walnut has inlaid stars of cherry. 

3659 SOUTH OX ROAD • EDINBURG, VA
Direc t ions :  From I-81 ex i t  279 at  Ed inburg,  west  onto  Stoney  Creek  Road (R t  675) ,  r ight 

onto  S outh Ox  Road (R t  686) ,  1 .5  mi les  to  winer y  on le f t .    Ca l l :  540-984-8699

SHENANDOAH
   V I N E Y A R D S

O P E N  D A I L Y  1 0 A M  -  5 P M  
www.shenandoahvineyardsva.com

 W i n e  T a s t i n g s  •  W i n e r y  T o u r s  •  M o u n t a i n  V i e w s  •  G i f t  S h o p

Taste the History of Virginia Wine

– EST.  1976 –

 
VALENTINE'S 

WEEKEND
PAIRING

FEBRUARY 
11 & 12

10am-4pm, enjoy savory & 
sweet food pairings with 

our delicious wines. 
$15 includes a souvenir glass. 

2017

the building itself, and the “live load” which is 
the materials inside. 

The Hottel family tradition of investment in 
the community continues with Phil’s son, Zach. 
A history major at Roanoke College and later 
intern with the Virginia Department of Histor-
ical Resources and the Salem Museum, Zach 
spent a year at Belle Grove before earning his 
MA in public history at Appalachian State Uni-
versity. He is now Shenandoah County’s archi-
vist and wants to make the county’s rich history 
alive for today’s citizens. 

Hearing him talk about his work, it is easy 
to see that Zach adheres to the same philosophy 
as the eminent historian David McCullough 
who states that the best way to teach histo-
ry is through stories.  Zach learned much of 
Woodstock’s history by listening to his father 
and grandfather. Zach states that “we often sit 
around and just talk about past times and peo-
ple.” Phil points out that they don’t compare 
times, but they do recognize the differences. It 
is easy to see why Zach enjoys history, but like 
his grandfather and father, he wants to serve 
his community. So, in 2006 he also joined the 
fire department and currently holds the rank of 
sergeant. 

The work of a volunteer firefighter has 
changed over the years and so have the demands 
of the job. In 1975, local firefighters responded 
to 60 fires. In 2015, there were 551 calls. Some 
were good intent calls when, for example, an 
alarm goes off by error. Another reason for the 
high number is today’s required response to ev-
ery automobile accident. While some calls such 
as a malfunctioning sprinkler system are mun-
dane, they still must be answered seriously and 
quickly. However, Dan, Phil and Zach repeat 
that being a volunteer firefighter is rewarding 
and a service to their community.

The original part of the Woodstock fire de-
partment building is now a museum displaying 
firefighting equipment of the past. It is well 
worth a visit.  And, oh, the bonnets of hydrants 
are painted different colors for a purpose, not 
decoration, indicating Gallon Per Minute flow.  
It is amazing what one can learn by sitting with 
three Hottels and listening.

Roger Barbee is a retired educator who 
taught literature and composition for over 40 
years. His wife Mary Ann and he share seven 
acres in the Bowman’s Crossing area of the Val-
ley with three dogs and six cats, all rescues. His 
email address is: redhill@shentel.net

Ham & Oyster Suppers
Fort Valley 

Volunteer Fire Department

   3rd Saturday,  4th Saturday,
   March 18, 2017 April 22, 2017

   1st Saturday, 3rd Saturday,
   Oct 7, 2017 Nov 18, 2017

   www.fortvalleyfiredepartment.com
   * Prices subject to change.

Fort Valley Fire Dept.
2017 Yearly Dinner Schedule

Feb 2017
Avenir/Book
1/6 p., bw
20% discount/
non-profit
$52

Fort Valley Fire Dept. 
thank you ad

Feb 2017
Avenir/Book
1/8 p., bw
20% discount/
non-profit
$76.50

The Fort Valley Volunteer 
Fire Dept., Inc. wants to 

extend our deepest 
appreciation to each and 

every person for their 
generosity during 2016.

So many wonderful people gave so 
much of themselves to help us in 
every way, from those who helped 
prepare our suppers and bingo, 
who supplied us with desserts—
both store bought and home-
made—and those who graciously 
made monetary donations. 

We cannot thank you enough for 
everything you do for us. 

Members of the Fort Valley 
Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.
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Mickey Gilley captivated the 
sold-out audience at the benefit 
concert to raise funds for the 
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields 
Foundation. 

In a borrowed cowboy hat, 
John (Dave) Smith, new mayor 
of Winchester, presented the 
singer a gift from the city.
Photos by Linda Wheeler


Civil War 

News

BY LINDA WHEELER

This month there is good news concerning 
preservationists’ successful efforts to protect 
battlefield land, a sold-out concert to benefit a 
battlefield preservation group and some events 
you may want to attend.

The Battlefield Bridge
Some scenic Cedar Creek Battlefield land 

that was to be used as footings for a huge new 
bridge along Route 11 at the Shenandoah and 
Frederick County line will instead remain open 
land for visitors to enjoy. Three years ago, the 
Virginia Department of Transportation laid 
out plans to build a bigger and better bridge 
across Cedar Creek within the footprint of the 
battlefield. Then the two existing spans, one 
carrying northbound traffic on Rt. 11 and the 
other southbound, would be demolished. The 
current bridges, one built in 1947 and the other 

in 1959, were determined to have reached the 
end of their service life.

However, the plan caused an uproar with-
in preservationist groups representing local, 

county and state organizations. Although there 
were already two bridges spanning a piece of 
the battlefield, the new one would eat up the 21 
acres of undisturbed land between the bridges. 

540-896-7487
www.turnerhams.com
Mon-Sat 9-5      We Ship Everything!

11441 Brocks Gap Road, Fulks Run VA
Directions: The Scenic Route from Woodstock...take Rt 
42 S/W. After crossing Orkney Grade (the road to Bryce) 
turn right onto North Mountain Road, go approx 9 miles 

and turn right onto 259, Brocks Gap Road. Just a little over 
3 miles and we are the white country store on your left.

Stop by!

Local Foods, Polish Pottery, Teas & Tea Pots, 
Gift Baskets, Cook Books & Local History Books

Old-Timey Candy, Soaps & Salves, and lots more!

Home of Turner Hams
Virginia’s Finest Sugar Cured Country Hams 

-available whole, boneless, cooked & ready to eat

For an old-fashioned 
Valentines day... make 

it an experience! 
Take a drive out to 
Fulks Run Grocery 
and let her pick out 

her own gift! 

125 North Main Street • Woodstock, VA

     

Open Wed-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5/Closed Mon & Tue 540-459-9006

• Over 70 Virginia wines, plus cider, mead & beer 
• Locally-sourced eggs, meat and dairy 
• Gourmet foods including locally roasted coffee    
   from Cabin Creek Roasters 
• Pottery • Custom home decor and signs made 
   on-site by store manager/co-owner, MJ Seal 
• Custom Gift Baskets and Bags

allthingsva.com
Look for the latest news 
on our facebook page!

Mead Tasting

• Sat, February11

The Largest 
Selection of 

Virginia-Made 
Products in 

the Area

FARMHOUSE
@

Events

Fresh out of the Kiln- 
experimental Sea Form 
luminaries, platters, soap 
dishes and relish bowls. 
A whole collection of 

functional, free-form 
porcelain sculptures 
with a distinctly 
organic and oceanic 
quality.

New Additions

THE

•  “Viking Blod” Mead from Denmark
 •  Verdejo from El Cortijillo of Spain
 •  “Raven’s Roost” Baltic Porter” and “For Lovers Only”
    Imperial Stout from Parkway Brewing Co.
 •  Porter from St George Brewing Co.
 •  Blood Orange infused Olive Oil, Black Truffle Oil, 
   Lemon Infused Vinegar and more from Flavor Pourfection
 •  “Lluxury Llama”  Llama Wool Socks from the 
    Edinburg Gap Llama Co.

Handmade 
porcelain dish

AtelierT H E  FA R M H O U S E

The art studio of MJ Seal

at the Farmhouse
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Thanks to the efforts of preservationists, VDOT has cancelled 
building a scheduled bridge through this area. The land, shown 
above and recently flooded by Cedar Creek, will continue to be 
preserved as part of the Cedar Creek Battlefield.
Photo by Linda Wheeler

1476 Conicville Rd, Mount Jackson, VA • 540-477-2585 • www.caveridge.com
DIRECTIONS: Hwy 42 South from Woodstock - Left on Conicville Road.  One mile to winery 
entrance on the right. Or Route 11 to Mt. Jackson, take Rt. 263 towards Bryce - turn right onto 
South Middle Rd, left onto Conicville Rd.  Look for the winery entrance on left.

V I N E YA R D

HOURS:  
Wed.-Sat.: 11am-5:30pm

Sun.: 12pm-5pm 
Closed  Mon. & Tues.

(Last Tastings 20 Minutes
Prior To Closing)

F E B R U A R Y  E V E N T S 
at Cave Ridge Vineyard
Live Music!!
• 4th Alan Gant: 6:30-9:30 PM
• 18th Andrew O’Day: 1-4 PM

• 25th Mardi Gras Celebration 1-4 PM
Let The Good Times Roll 
with Delicious Wine,
Fabulous New Orleans Style Food 
and Music from 
Randy Black

Please visit our 
website and check 
our facebook page 
for more info and 
potential bad weather closings.

Civil War Events
February 12 at 2 pm at the Unison United Methodist Church in Middle-

burg—“Not Your Grandfather’s Civil War” is the title of a debate featuring young 
scholars who hold jobs with the National Park Service and the event’s sponsor, the 
Mosby Heritage Area Association. They will discuss the turning points of the Civil 
War. Tickets are $15 and can be reserved by calling 540-687-5188.

February 18 at 7:30 pm at Middleburg Montessori School in Marshall— 
“Legends By Lantern Light: Remembrances of Rector’s Crossroads,” is a walking 
tour of the historic village of Rector’s Crossroads. Sponsored by the Mosby Heritage 
Area Association, costumed period characters will conduct the tour and discuss their 
Civil War experiences. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for students and may be pur-
chased at the door. For more information, call 540-487-5188.

After many meetings, VDOT agreed to aban-
don its original plan and instead build the 
new bridge along the alignment of the north-
bound span.

The deal was sealed when VDOT an-
nounced in January that a local business, Perry 
Engineering Co., Inc., of Winchester, had been 
awarded the $6.9 million contract and work 
should begin in the spring. A completion date 
has been set for November, 2018.

Sold-Out Benefit Concert
Preservationists know how to have a good 

time and last month they bought out a bene-
fit concert starring Mickey Gilley which was 
sponsored by the Shenandoah Valley Battle-
fields Foundation. Gilley, a master entertainer, 
sang and reminisced for two hours on the stage 
at Shenandoah University. His hits include, 
“Don’t All The Girls Look Prettier At Closing 
Time,” “Bring It On Home,” “She’s Pulling 
Me Back Again,” “Talk To Me” and “Stand By 

Me,” all of which he sang to an appreciative 
audience.

The event began with an open bar and coun-
try fare catered by Bonnie Blue Restaurant 
in Winchester. During the reception, newly 
elected Winchester mayor John David (Dave) 
Smith—wearing a borrowed cowboy hat—pre-
sented a gift from the city to Gilley. At the end 
of the concert, Gilley promised to pose for pic-
tures with every fan who wanted one. The line 
was very long.

Linda Wheeler has been with the Mountain 
Courier for over 10 years. She was a reporter 
at The Washington Post and before that was an 
award-winning photographer for them. Retired 
now, she still writes for the Post about the Civ-
il War, as she does for the Courier. Linda has 
remodeled an historic house in Strasburg and 
lives there with two Basset Hounds.
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BY JOYCE YAGERLINE

“But look around, leaves are brown

And the sky is A Hazy Shade of Winter…”

Paul Simon, 1966

Ahhh, February.  You’ve been sitting on the couch all weekend, binge-watching your favorite televi-
sion shows on the DVR. Your body feels stiff from too much sitting and your system feels sluggish from 
eating too many Hershey Kisses. Sitting is the new smoking and you know you need to move your body. 
But it’s too cold to be outside and beside that what can you do inside the house? You can do yoga, which 
requires no special equipment except for your body. 

“Yoga!” you exclaim. “I can’t bend like that!” On the contrary, yoga is not only about bending. You 
can develop better breathing habits, create calmness in the mind, improve muscle tone and balance, in-
crease your energy, and reduce your stress. The following is a short sequence based on a modified version 
of “Sun Salutation,” a series of poses that is a staple in almost every yoga class. No experience is needed 
and this series is suitable for beginners. 

Begin by standing with your eyes closed. Arms by your side; your legs are lengthening down into the 
floor and your head is reaching up towards the ceiling. Bring your awareness to your breath and feel the 
air flowing in and out of your nose. Count to five on the inhale and five on the exhale. Reach your arms to 
the ceiling and bend your torso forward and down into a “Forward Bend” with hands coming to the floor 
by bending your knees.

Healthy Challenges

Staying 
Flexible in 
February

and

Creekside Realty 
& Bob Scrivener, sales agent

 540-856-3325 • creek@shentel.net
39 Resort Drive, Basye VA

www.Creekside-Realty.com

Creekside Realty

Congratulations!

Over the past three years, 
   in the 22810 area, 

Creekside Realty has sold 
more homes than any 

other brokerage and 
Bob has sold more 
homes than any 
other agent.

Bob: 540-333-6930 
scrivenerrealtor@gmail.com
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 540-459-4100 • Open Mon thru Sat 
486 North Main, Woodstock, VA
At Woodstock  Shopping Center

   www.marketinwoodstock.com

A simpler place in time! 

in Woodstock
THE MARKET

...and while at The Market, visit 
SPIN A YARN SHOP 

a shop for all your knitting needs. 
Locally-made gifts available.

Show your heart some 
LOVE 

with heart-healthy food
Walnuts, Almonds & Pistachios

Raisins, Dates & Apricots
Oatmeal, Brown/Wild Rice & Quinoa

       Acidophilus, B Vitamins 
                                                  & CoQ10

Bend your knees enough so that you can lower your right knee to the 
floor behind you followed by your left knee. With both knees bent, sit back 
on your heels, lowering your torso over your thighs with your arms reaching 
out on the floor in front of you. This is called “Child’s Pose.” Feel your belly 
against your thighs as you inhale and feel your belly come away from your 
thighs as you exhale. 

Come to all fours on your hands and knees. Reach your body forward 
in a modified push-up position and lower your torso to the floor. Reach the 
crown of your head and torso forward and up as you push up on your hands 
with bent arms. Bring your hips back to your heels by bending your knees to 
return to “Child’s Pose.”

Return to all fours. Using your hand to help, bring your right foot forward, 
then your left, returning to a “Forward Bend.” Stand up by sweeping your 
arms to the side and reaching up to the ceiling. Lower your arms and close 
your eyes, feeling the effects of the poses on your body. Repeat to the other 
side and lower your left knee first. When you have finished, go back to the 
couch and turn on the television. But perhaps not. You just may feel so good 
that you’ll go for a walk outside instead. 

Namaste.

Living in Mt Jackson with three horses, one cat, and her husband, Joyce 
Yagerline teaches ballet, yoga, and Zumba Gold®. She can be reached at 
joyce.yagerline@gmail.com.

Daily Lunch Specials  
Eat in or Take out. Delivery in Woodstock Area ($10 minimum)

Home Cooking ~ Homemade Soup Daily ~ Sandwiches Made to Order ~ 
Salad Bar Featuring Local Produce ~ Freshly-Baked Rolls, Biscuits & Cornbread

Breakfast Monday - Saturday, 7am to 9:30am 
Breakfast Sandwiches, Biscuits & GravyDeli Homemade Salads ~ Cold Cuts, Cheese, Fresh Fruit & Vegetable 

Platters Made to Order. Crabill’s Jerky, Sausage, Bacon & Scrapple ~ Shaffer’s Custom Rubs & Sauces 
~Local Jellies~Local Apple Butter ~ Gluten-Free Baking Mixes ~ Seasonal Candy~Baked Goods

Custom Catering Weddings ~ Family Reunions ~ Corporate 
Functions ~ Cocktail Parties ~ Showers    Vegan & Vegetarian Options Available. 

Gluten-Free Options ~ Ethnic Specialties (Asian, South American) ~Locally-Sourced Items Available. 

540-459-3744       www.shafferscatering.com
We’re located in South Square

913 South Main Street, Woodstock, VA

Open Monday-Friday 7am-5pm/Saturday 7am-2pm
For the daily menu call:  The Lunch Line 540-984-7478

Since 1952    Shaffer’s Deli & Catering

Toms Brook exit 291 off I-81, follow grape-cluster tour signs

                    Open Wednesday thru Sunday 11am-5pm        
 www.northmountainvineyard.com  540-436-9463
4374 Swartz Rd • Maurertown, VA 

Join us in February

Wine Club 
Members

Join this exclusive group and 

enjoy member discounts, free wine 

tastings, first to taste new wine 

releases, fun pick-up parties. 

Note 
to

Look for your 

“Special Announcement!”

North Mountain Vineyards

Feb 25 - Lively music 
by our friend 
Bill Vaughan

2-5pm

Feb 4 - Enjoy winter with the 
     “Sit-by-the-Fire” Glühwein Special

Feb 11 - Valentine’s Special -  Noon - 4pm
  Lobster Bisque, Baguette Rounds, 

   Petit Salad, Sweetheart Dessert.
     $18 per person. 

        Please call for reservations.
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BY LIZ SCHILLINGER

With Valentine’s Day rapidly approaching or receding, depending upon when you 
picked up the Courier, among our readership, there must be a large covey of hopeful 
couples wondering whether they should take the plunge into matrimony during this 
romantic month. 

I have surveyed the grocery store tabloids, women’s magazines and even called up 
a handful of scientific research articles listing the traits that might make a couple com-
patible for a life or long-term commitment (e.g., “Ten Important Research Findings 
on Marriage and Choosing a Marriage Partner”: Source from Helpful Facts for Young 
Adults; and “Best Marital Pairings” by Dr. Noam Schpancer, Psychology Today.) 

I have decided to put these findings aside and offer my own and husband Jack’s 
time-tested insights on the subject. First of all, we are not without credentials, finding 
ourselves in the throes of a 51-1/2-year-old marriage we initiated in 1965. Secondly, 
we both took a Valentine’s Day quiz that I found recently among our trove of wedding 
souvenirs. It appeared in the February 1965 issue of Modern Romance magazine, en-
titled “Will this engagement last:  Should it?” We married at the end of August 1965, 
ignoring the survey findings.

I would be remiss as a responsible columnist and adviser were I not to repeat the 
quiz here with my own annotations for clarity. Also, it is my intention that, with a little 
imagination, the quiz might be used to gauge the longevity of proposed marriages 
between middle-aged or senior citizens, mixed-race couples, and the LGBTQ com-
munity, all of which Modern Romance was too short-sighted to envision back in 1965.

I should point out there are no right or wrong answers, but each of you as a couple 
should record your individual score for each item. The challenge is for you and your 
potential mate, without peeking at the other’s scorecard, to come up with the same 
answers to as many items as possible. The quiz consists of 10 questions. For each 
item for which the two of you provide the same answer, one point is assigned. Do not 
subtract or add points for divergent responses.

February 1965 Quiz to Determine 
Marriage Compatibility

1. Do you love the new singing group sensation, The Mamas and the Papas?

2. Did you vote for Barry Goldwater last November?

3. Do you prefer coffee or tea or Coke® in the morning to wake up?

4. When it comes to decorating and redecorating the house (i.e., comparing paint 
and wallpaper swatches, rug and tile samples, choosing a coffee table), do you 
think both of you should have an equal voice making these choices?

5. Are you conscientious about car care, cleaning, washing and servicing?

6. Do you favor choosing a pan that is (a) too small or (b) too big, when heating 
up canned food or leftovers?

7. Do you know by heart the seven declensions, singular and plural, of all Rus-
sian numbers up to 1 million?

8. If you had to choose one or the other, would you choose to own (a) a dog, (b) 
a cat, or (c) a crustacean? 

9. Which do you think is the more important attribute of a strong marriage: (a) 
good sex or (b) financial security?

10. In re: item 9: Do you think your present view might change (a) no, never; (b) 
in the next month or so; (c) during the course of 51½ years or so?

Custom Screenprinted Apparel Since 1996
923 South Main Street, Woodstock, VA

459-8912540  / cht@shentel.net



Indoor
Almanac

www.moweryorchard.com Friend
 us on 

Facebook

Mowery OrchardMowery Orchard
           Easy to find on Rt 42, 1/2 mile west of I-81 (exit 283) 

459-8645  •  24247 Senedo Road (Rt 42) • Woodstock, VA

LLC

Stop by and see us!

• Locally-Grown Apples 

• Local Farm-Fresh Milk, Butter, Eggs, Cheeses, Honey  

• Locally-Raised Beef, Chicken and Pork 

• Country Hams • Virginia Peanuts 

• Route 11 Chips, Coffee 

• Handmade Baskets  • Old Hill Hard Cider

Open Daily thru 
Dec 23: 9-5pm

Family-owned and operated since 1985!

OPEN FRI-SAT-SUN!
January thru March:

Hours: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 9-5
(April 1 thru Dec 23, open daily)

Stop by 
and see us!

Marriage Compatibility 
Via Quiz
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yes
NO

famous during the Civil War  Photo by

Liz & Jack unfortunately didn’t do well on the quiz. 
 Photo compliments Schillinger family album

Call to reserve your spot!  540-325-3327

Pastel Workshops

www.kaywitt.com

Have some fun and
improve your painting skills

Paint with an art master at her studio in Strasburg, Virginia
See schedule and Kay’s work at

Now Available
at Fort Valley Nursery

Info & orders, email:
pennink7@gmail.com

“Delightfully quirky...
    Intelligently hilarious...”

Stories and illustrations 
by Tom Chipley

DOUG PIFER
4949 Scrabble Road, Shepherdstown, WV 25443
dougpifer@hotmail.com
304-870-4309

fine art
illustrations
nature writing
animal portraiture
natural history and art education

Scoring
9-10 points: Very good chances of success. Name the date, mail the invitations.

7–8 points: The odds are good that you can make it together, at least until your 
oldest child goes off to kindergarten.

5–6 points: Take two or three years or maybe more to think over your mate 
selection. Some problems are likely to loom sooner than you think—like by the 
end of this week.

3-4 points: Go out and buy yourself some new clothes to make you feel happy 
and confident. Then break up your relationship in a one-line text message.

< 3 points: It will be difficult for you to find a living soul to marry. Get out of 
match.com, take your personals ad out of the local paper and end your correspon-
dence with Anthony Wiener.

In her previous life, Liz Schillinger was a professor of journalism and mass 
communication at Oklahoma State University and Muhlenberg College. For one 
year she was a visiting professor of international journalism at Moscow State 
University. Liz has always pursued many interests, but her most enduring passion 
is words—foreign and domestic. She and her husband Jack live in Strasburg with 
two excellent Basset Hounds.
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BY DENNIS TURNER

It was the best of hikes, it was the worst 
of hikes.  

How’s that for a “gotcha” first line?  I 
so enjoyed Martha Heisel’s January column 
“Famous First Lines Quiz” that I decided to 
up my game, especially after reading Doug 
Pifer’s January column first line (“In the 
dark hours of the morning the first snow fell, 
unannounced and unpredicted.”) and Roger 
Barbee’s first line (“Yesterday Mary Ann and 
I went to the post office.”).  

Wow. No longer will beautiful Shenan-


Take A Hike

doah Valley mountain experiences and a 
charming poem carry the opening of the Take 
A Hike column. So, in the spirit of the Moun-
tain Couriers “New Experiences for 2017” 
article, here we go:

“Mr. Turner, this is the beginning of your 
aortic valve replacement,” said the physi-
cian’s assistant after she shut down my tread-
mill stress test before I was even warmed up.  
Seems my blood pressure was dropping instead 
of rising.  Little did she know I had been hik-
ing the Hogwallow Flats in Shenandoah Na-
tional Park just three days prior. Nevertheless, 

December-hiking was a 
spectator sport for me un-
til I had my valve job on 
January 3. All went well 
and I was able to partici-
pate in the lower ascent of 
Halfmoon Mountain on 
the 13th. Reviewed below 
are our last hikes of 2016 
and our first hike of 2017.

Sky Meadows 
Report by Hike Leader 
Jane Gochenour

ln our corner of Vir-
ginia, we are fortunate 
to have a wide and var-
ied choice of hiking and 
walking opportunities ranging from Shenan-
doah National Park to the George Washington 
National Forest to local town river walks. With 
all these, it’s easy to overlook our wonderful 
state parks. The trail brochures state that “Vir-
ginia state parks are a tonic for mind, body and 
spirit.” Sky Meadows, located in the northwest 
corner of Fauquier County, is certainly that.

The park is split by Route 17 near its inter-
section with Route 50, about 7.5 miles north of 
Interstate 66. It encompasses historic buildings 
from an 1860s farm, open hills and meadows, 
ponds, wooded ridge tops, camping areas and 
miles of beautiful stone walls. The 24 miles of 
trails traverse all types of terrain and include a 
section of the Appalachian Trail (AT).  

Following a two-day rain delay, the group 
met on December 1 to explore about seven 
miles of trails. Our circuit included pastures, 
wooded hills and stream crossings. We began 
on the west side of Route 17 and walked past 
restored farm buildings, a fishing pond and a 
picnic area. We continued to the other side of 
Route 17 and up the Lost Mountain trail which 
travels through nice woods along the eastern 
edge of the park. We snacked at an overlook, 
admiring a view of the farm valley and the 
mountains on the west side of the park before 
a chilly and persistent wind encouraged us to 
continue. 

We spent 3.5 hours with views that are not 
possible when leaves are on the trees, all for a 
modest $4 parking fee per car. Because the park 
is located at the confluence of two well-trav-
eled roads, you never completely escape the 
sound of traffic but this was not a deterrent to 
appreciating this wonderful outdoor resource.

Eagle Rock
Directions to the Trailhead

The simplest way to get to the section of 
the Tuscarora Trail leading to Eagle Rock is to 
head west from Strasburg on Route 55 about 12 
miles to Route 609, on the right. This is about 
two miles before the West Virginia state line. 
Follow Route 609 up a dirt road to a parking 
area where the Tuscarora crosses the road.

Hike Report
A cold De-

cember 9 found 
eight hardy hik-
ers bundled in all 
shades of orange 
and red making 
their way to Ea-
gle Rock. From 
Route 609, they 
hiked to the right 
along the blue 
blazed Tuscarora 
Trail and ascend-
ed gradually on 
an old road bed. 
The trail levels 
before coming to 

an intersection where the Tuscarora turns right 
and begins a steeper ascent over similar road 
bed. After a sometimes steep climb, the trail 
begins to level at a series of overlooks. This is 
Eagle Rock.  

For the next quarter mile, the trail skirts a 
cliff line, providing outstanding views. The 
most open view is near the end of the climb, 
providing a well-placed, solidly built concrete 
and stone bench. Of course, all fine hikes should 
end with fine meals and this was no exception.  
Kac-Ka-Pon Restaurant in Wardensville is a fa-
vorite and was nice and warm!  

Halfmoon Trail/Halfmoon 
Lookout Trail 
Directions to the Trailhead

The Halfmoon trails are in West Virginia 
just over the mountain from Wolf Gap in the 
Great North Mountain area. Travel to Colum-
bia Furnace on Rt. 42, then west on Wolf Gap 
Road which turns into Trout Run Road at the 
VA/WV line. The well-marked trailhead park-
ing area, on the right, is about four miles from 
the top of the mountain at Wolf Gap. The trail 
begins in the parking area at the metal bridge 
that crosses Trout Run.    

Hike Report
Our hiking goal was the top of Halfmoon 

Mountain where a stone foundation marks 
the location of an old fire tower with terrific 
views.   After crossing the metal bridge and 
watching a trout fisherman, we began our hike 
up an old logging road. The gradual ascent and 
extra width of the logging road encouraged 
welcoming conversation with our new hikers. 
About 1.4 miles into the trail, Halfmoon Trail 
turns right up a ridge at a drainage area while 
the logging road continues as Bucktail Cutoff 
Trail. We continued along the moderate but 
rocky Halfmoon Trail 1.1 miles up the moun-
tain to its intersection with Halfmoon Lookout 
Trail.  The “Lookout” trail is a spur trail to the 
left that leads .8-mile to the old fire tower (after 
.3-mile on the spur, pass the intersection to the 
right of German Wilson Trail).

At the fire tower foundation, the day was 

Virginia’s only cavern withVirginia’s only cavern with
Elevator Service!Elevator Service!

Since 1922

ShenandoahCaverns.com   (540) 477-3115ShenandoahCaverns.com   (540) 477-3115

Only 2 minutes from I-81 Exit 269Only 2 minutes from I-81 Exit 269

$4 OFF adult ticket price

offer cannot be combined with other discounts

with this ad

A Great Start to a 
New Year—

Three New Hikers!

We snacked at an 
overlook, admiring 
a view of the farm 
valley and the 
mountains...before 
a chilly and persistent 
wind encouraged 
us to continue.
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This hardy group hiked 
Eagle Rock in December. 
Photo by Barbara Kirkland



clear and views were spectacular. We looked 
south up Trout Run Valley to see Big Schloss 
and Tibbet Knob. The summit of Halfmoon 
Mountain is a notorious rattlesnake environment, 
but in cold weather there is no danger and the 
views and good trail are well worth the climb.   

Parting Thoughts
Roses are red
Violets are blue
Our first outing of the year
Brought three hikers new.

Upcoming Hikes
February 10,  Kennedy Peak—The trail-

head for this hike is at Edith Gap on SR 675.  
The Massanutten Trail climbs 2.7 miles to Ken-
nedy Peak for 360-degree views of Shenandoah 
and Page Counties. The round trip is 5.4 miles 
with an elevation gain of approximately 800 
feet.  Hike Leader: Jane Gochenour.

February 28, White Oak Canyon—The 
trailhead is the parking area on SR 600, south 
of Sperryville. We’ll hike to the top of the first 
falls and return, about six miles round trip.  
Note: the lowest falls are 1.5 miles from the 
parking lot, or a minimum of 3.0 miles round 
trip. (If you can walk around a track 12 times, 
you can do this hike.) The trail from the park-
ing lot to the first falls is very good with some 
rocks. There is one semi-steep side hill to cross.  
There is also one side stream to cross within 
sight of the first cascade. A hiking staff or trek-
king poles may be needed to steady yourself 
on the rocks that cross this stream. However, 
hiking to the lowest cascade, or within sight, is 
very doable. Hike Leader:  Don Sager.

March 10,  Dickeys Ridge Trail—This is 
an easy downhill hike from the Dickeys Ridge 
Visitor Center at mile marker 5.1 to Dickeys 
Ridge Trailhead at the north entrance to Sky-
line Drive. We will position cars at the trailhead 
and then begin hiking at Dickeys Ridge Visi-

tors Center. This is an easy 5.2-mile hike most-
ly downhill that parallels Skyline Drive.  Hike 
leader: David Haynes.

March 28,  Billy Goat Trail (with option-
al shopping at REI on our return)—The Billy 
Goat Trail is in Great Falls, VA. It is one of the 
best-known hikes in the DC area. With nearly a 
mile of fun rock-hopping and spectacular views 
of the Potomac River along the way, this circuit 
is loads of fun with plenty to see.  The entire 
Billy Goat Trail is made up of three separate 
sections that start and finish on the C&O Canal. 
The 7.8-mile circuit follows the rock-hopping 
section A and a more casual hike in section B, 
with a return back to the parking area using the 
Berma Road Trail and Overlook Trail.  Hike 
Leader: Dale Wurzer.

Join Us
The Take A Hike Group is a loosely orga-

nized gathering of people from our area who 
take two hikes every month following an an-
nual schedule. Each month we will publish the 
schedule for the upcoming month or two. The 
scheduled hikes usually occur on the second 
Friday and fourth Tuesday of the month. None 
are on weekends. If you are interested in one 
of the scheduled hikes and want to know the 
meeting time and place, or want to know about 
others, email Dale Wurzer at wurzer@shentel.
net.  All are welcome.  Please join us! 

When Dennis Turner retired, he and his wife 
settled “back home” in Broadway and imme-
diately became active members of the Take A 
Hike group. Besides becoming a leader, he is 
working on the goal to hike the entire Appala-
chian Trail. A sticker on the back window of his 
truck has the John Muir quote: “The mountains 
are calling and I must go.”
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Centerfold
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Centerfold
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Attorney At LAw

753 South Main Street
Woodstock, VA

540-459-8600
540-459-8670 fax

bpollack@shentel.net

pp
Bradley G. Pollack

A Night to 
Remember 

by Walter Lord

REVIEWED BY ROGER BARBEE

Whenever I visit the Edinburg Library, I always stop and check the books 
on the free shelf. Not long ago I saw a copy of The Book That Changed My 
Life.  It was an intriguing title with such authors as Barry Lopez and Don 
DeLillo mentioned on the cover, and it was free, so why not. One of the first 
authors that I read about was historian David McCullough. In his interview, 
McCullough states that one of the two books that changed his life is A Night 
to Remember by Walter Lord. That was enough for me; I immediately or-
dered Lord’s book.

In under 200 hundred pages, Walter Lord brings the fateful night of April 
14, 1912, to the reader. In his telling of the sinking of the “unsinkable” 
Titanic, the reader gets to know the giant ship, her crew, her designer and 
many of her 2,207 passengers. Lord presents the rescue ship Carpathia and 
her captain as she races through dangerous ice floes to the scene, and the 
Californian as she waits and wonders 10 miles away. As critic Stanley Walker wrote, Lord uses “a kind of 
literary pointillism, the arrangement of contrasting bits of fact and emotion in such a fashion that a vividly 
real impression of an event is conveyed to the reader.”  

It is Lord’s skill with those “bits” that brings this sad night to life as he shows us human courage, 
loyalty, cowardice, mettle, hubris and love. Using his massive store of details garnered from thousands 
of interviews and meticulous research over 10 years, Lord’s words take the reader into the bowels of the 
ship and the frigid water. As the band continues to play Autumn, Lord shows us the great ship’s designer, 
Thomas Andrews, who was last seen standing “all alone” in the smoking room at 2:10 am, his lifebelt “lay 
carelessly across the green cloth top of a card table.” Arms across his chest, he stared aft where hung a large 
painting titled The Approach of the New World. 

In referring to his book, Lord said, “I tried to get across the point that wealth, position, rank and the like 
have very little to do with whether a person is good or bad, quick or slow, brave or perhaps not so brave. 
We get all that somewhere else.”

Roger Barbee is a frequent columinst/contributor for the Courier. See his bio on page 9.

in Edinburg 

T H E  

(NEXT TO SHENANDOAH SELF STORAGE) 

540-984-8771 

with more than you 
might imagine!    

540-459-4085

Specializing in Prompt and Professional Service

Uh OH.
. .

carlsonplumbing.com

$5 off with this ad

• General Plumbing Installation & Repair  
• Creative Remodeling Solutions • Water Treatment 
•  Gas Lines for Fireplaces, Logs & Appliances
• Well Pumps •  Sewer Cleaning • Sump & Sewage Pumps
• Certified for Plumbing, Gas, Backflow 
    and Alternative Energy SystemsGive  us a call!

Carlson Plumbing, Inc

Books

Adopt a kitty!
The sad story on page 33
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Shown here is an example of Eric Sloane’s detailed drawings that he did of every subject, from clouds to 
barns, to very simple items of American life. He was an extraordinary recorder, a journalist of things we 
don’t want to forget.

See BOOKS on page 23

Books

BY MARTHA HEISEL

I love books that need not be read cover-to-cover. These wintry days with a nice fire going and a 
warm coverlet over the tootsies are just right for such books. And it’s a chance to enjoy books that de-
serve a second or third reading. One of my favorite authors is Eric Sloane, and if you aren’t acquainted 
with him, you’re in for a treat. Sloane is not only a very interesting writer, but an artist, calligrapher 
and humorist.  

Eric Sloane was born Everard Jean Hinrichs in 1905. In boyhood, he was interested in art and hung 
out with Frederick Goudy (of Goudy Type fame). From Goudy, he learned to hand paint letters and 
signs. Hoping for a career in art, young Everard realized his name wouldn’t do him any favors, so he 
adopted Sloane as his last name and for his first name letters from inside “America”. 

Young Eric Sloane traveled the United States as an itinerant sign and barn painter in the employ of 
advertisers. Remember those barns with Chew Mail Pouch Tobacco; Treat Yourself to the Best on the 
side? Many were painted by Eric Sloane and were as common as Burma Shave signs. As his artistic 
skills grew, Sloane also became fascinated with Americana and the history of tools, wood, fences, 
mills, covered bridges, roads, barns, bells and the endless variety of “the way folks used to do it.” 

Among the 38 books that Eric Sloane wrote and illustrated are those about reading the sky to predict 

Authors Worth Another Look:

Eric Sloane
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Selected 2017 Tier I Metro “US News and 
World Report Best Law Firms 2017” 

2017 will be your best year ever. 
We are here to help ensure your success.

2017

• Personal Injury • Divorce, Custody, and Support Issues • Real Estate 
• Wrongful Death • Criminal Law • Wills, Trusts, and Estates • DUI & Traffi c

When It’s Serious
www.mrwlawfi rm.com | 540-347-1000
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BOOKS
Continued from page 21



FIREPLACE
HEATING

HEADQUARTERS

Since 1977

LARGEST SELECTION
IN THE VALLEY

•Wood & Gas Fireplaces
•Wood & Gas Stoves
•Glass Fireplace Doors
•Chimney Kits & all of your
Fireplace Accessory Needs

Open Monday - Saturday 9-5

www.acmestoveco.com
540-433-9181

1702 E. Market Street
Harrisonburg, VA

(1 block east of I-81)

Delivery & Installations of
Stoves, Fireplaces &

Chimney Systems

Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9:30 am to 5 pm
Saturday, 9:30 am to 12 noon

Master Craft Carpet & Interiors

Looking for quality brand name carpeting?
Look no further!

925 South Main Street
Woodstock

•  window treatments (draperies, vertical mini blinds)

•  wall coverings
•  linoleum & vinyl flooring
•  complete selection
•  professional installation
•  color coordination
•  convenient payment plans
•  free estimates
•  serving Shenandoah County since 1970

For PersonalFor PersonalFor PersonalFor PersonalFor Personal
Shop-At-HomeShop-At-HomeShop-At-HomeShop-At-HomeShop-At-Home

 Service Call Service Call Service Call Service Call Service Call
(540) 459-4039(540) 459-4039(540) 459-4039(540) 459-4039(540) 459-4039

the weather, early American tools, the life of an 
early American boy based on a diary found at 
a library book sale, creating artful camouflage, 
architecture of barns, early roadside attractions 
and many books on folklore. Take an afternoon 
at the library, find a comfortable nook and look 
through some of his books. You’ll soon say, 
“Well, well, so that’s where that phrase came 
from” and “I remember that barn style from 
where I grew up” and “My grandfather had 
one of those; I always wondered what it was 
used for.” 

Here are just two of my favorite Eric Sloane 
books.

The title of Our Vanishing Landscape might 
lead you to think that it’s sad, but it has none 
of the “drippy nostalgia” that Sloane avoid-
ed. It is a fascinating inventory of the rapidly 
disappearing facets of the American country-
side, from fenced farm fields scattered about 
to our present development along roads with 
second- and third-growth forests (and hous-
ing developments) covering the vestiges of 
old fields. Sloane writes with humor about 
the barns, bridges, roads (did you know that 
hard-surfaced roads came about because of 
bicycles, not autos?), fences and walls, mills, 
churches, road signs and more. Accompanying 
his accounts are his beautiful, historically accu-
rate drawings. If you’ve ever wondered about 
a puzzling relic of the past, the explanation is 
probably in this engaging book.

The Cracker Barrel is a selection of columns 
that Sloane wrote for his local Connecticut 
newspaper. Titled ‘It Makes You Think” and 
written by “Norton Mockridge,” each column 
was a story one might have heard around the 
cracker barrel at the local country store. This 
is a book you can pick up anytime, read just a 
couple of pages, and finish with “Hmph, that’s 
really interesting.” 

A few of the topics are: hex designs; history 
of the wheelbarrow; barn plans and why they 
worked; why old farmhouses have two large 
trees in front of them; errors on gravestones; 
history of the soapbox; the difference between 
the English and the USA billion; and so much 
more. It’s fun to read!  One column is about 
rebus puzzles—those made up of letters and 
symbols to resemble sounds. Here’s an easy 
one for you: 

Y Y U R, Y Y U B;

I C U R Y Y 4 me!

Texting is already onto this! “C U B4 12” 

In addition to all his other talents, Eric 
Sloane was also a highly accomplished artist. 
He painted meticulous landscapes, old struc-
tures, and especially clouds. Have you seen the 
sky and cloud murals in the Smithsonian Air 
and Space Museum? That is an Eric Sloane 

painting. Make sure to check out more of his 
art and writing at ericsloane.com. 

Martha Heisel is a hiker, birder, ballroom 
dancer, eclectic reader and “professional volun-
teer.” Did we say dog-lover? She is director of  
Northern Virginia Sheltie Rescue and a foster 
mom for the dogs as they find new homes. She re-
tired to the area in ‘07 and lives on a bend in the 
river just outside Woodstock. 
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Just in Time for the Oscars
BY JOAN ANDERSON

Meryl Streep has done it again; she’s been nominated for an Academy Award for the ump-
teenth time for best actress.  It’s for her role in Florence Foster Jenkins, a movie that is certainly 
worth seeing.  But, there’s another movie that tells the same story, that’s even better. Here are the 
basic details of the two, which are both available for streaming. Each is a great, heartwarming 
diversion on a cold night.

Streaming Video

Florence Foster Jenkins      
Run Time: 1h 51min 
Cast: Meryl Streep, Hugh Grant, 
Simon Helberg
Filming Locations: Glasgow and Liverpool 

The ideal vehicle for Meryl Streep, Florence Foster Jenkins is pretty familiar to American 
audiences and has played in nearby theaters. If you haven’t seen it yet, you should check out 
streaming it from Amazon.  Streep is great, of course, portraying Florence, a real-life person, 
who couldn’t sing, but did all the way to Carnegie Hall. Set in the 1940s, the film is funny and 
poignant with a lovely understated performance by Hugh Grant. The costumes are worth the 
price of admission. The setting is New York City, but Glasgow played that role. When I read 
the critics reviews of Florence Foster Jenkins, they lead me to the French film Marguerite.

I-81 Exit 257, South on R11,  just 100 yards past the traffic light - 10559 North Valley Pike, Broadway, VA

Monday-Saturday 10-5 / Sunday Noon-5
540-896-9867     www.shoppesatmauzy.com

Antiques •  Home Decor •  Collec tibles •  Primitives & Lots More!

Come out and browse to your hearts content in this 1800’s Stage Coach Inn...  
stuffed to the brim!! .. It's a Treasure Hunter's delight!

The Shoppes at Mauzy
Flowers 
& Candy?

* formally the  
  John Sevier 
    Gallery

9576 South Congress New Market
I-81 Exit 264 to Rt 11 South

“Over 50 years...featuring some of the finest 
Southern-style cooking in the Valley.”

OPEN Daily 7 am - 9 pm

Weekday Specials (5pm till closing) 
Monday...Sirloin BBQ Beef Tips w/Mashed Potatoes & Coleslaw $10.95
Tuesday...Spaghetti with Meat Sauce, Garden Salad & Texas Toast $9.95
Wednesday...All You Can Eat Chicken Wings, French Fries & Slaw $10.95
Thursday...Mini- Steak, Baked Potato & Garden Salad ( or 2 veg) $11.95
Friday-Sunday...Featuring Delicious Weekend Specials!
(Menu & prices subject to change without notice)

Southern Kitchen

540-740-3514 Call ahead for take-out orders

(2016)
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Marguerite (2015)
Run Time: 2h 9min
Cast: Catherine Frot, 
André Marcon, Michael Fau
Filming Location: Prague
French with English subtitles
Marguerite premiered in France a year before Florence Foster 

Jenkins opened in the US. It tells the same story but uses a ficti-
tious name, Marguerite Dumont, and moves the action to 1920s 
Paris. Catherine Frot is irresistible in the title role, more under-
stated than Streep, and thus more sympathetic. You love her and 
root for her and fear for her when it appears she is about to hear 
the truth about her singing. The top US critics gave high marks to 
Streep’s performance but gave the edge to Frot. You should see the 
American version first, because it is fun. Then watch the beguiling 
Marguerite, and feel her joy and pain. Prague played the role of 
Paris in this one. 

If you enjoy Frot’s performance, keep your eyes peeled for any 
mention on TV or streaming of the 2012 film Haute Cuisine. The 
movie is based on the life of chef Daniele Delpeuch, who was ap-
pointed private chef to French president Francois Mitterrand. Frot 
plays the chef who spends much of the movie in the kitchen pre-
paring wonderful things. Unfortunately, it doesn’t appear available 
anywhere at the moment.

Academy Awards
The 89th Academy Awards will be broadcast on Sunday, 

February 26, on ABC with Jimmy Kimmel as host, his first 
such appearance.

Talk About Serendipity...
Sunday, February 5 at 4 pm, Magic Lantern will present the movie, 

Marguerite, at the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley. The film begins 
at 4:30 pm and snacks are provided. Cost is $5 for members and $8 for 
all others. Sometimes watching a movie with a group can enhance your 
enjoyment. The museum address is 901 Amherst Street, Winchester. 

County Willow
1/8 p, b/w
font: chalkduster
February 2017

 Feb 6-11         20% off Willow Tree Figurines
 Feb 13-18   20% off candles
 Feb 20-25    15% off Russell Stover candy
 Feb 27-March 4  10% off Growing Up Girls

Country Willow Decor & Gifts

Come by an
d 

check out ou
r

WEEKLY 

SPECIALS!

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR VALENTINE

474 N. Main Street
Woodstock Shopping Ctr

540-459-5455
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Shared Exposures

BY MARIE JOABAR &  CHRISTINA 
ASCANI

2017 has arrived and with it comes the op-
portunity to set resolutions in all aspects of 
life. Why not start the year with a resolution 
for your photography?

One of the best ways to get you excited 
about photographing again or get your creative 
juices flowing is by participating in a photo 
challenge. 

A photo challenge is a thoughtfully consid-
ered list of assignments for you to photograph 
that can either last a week, a month or even the 
entire year! These assignments are meant to 
take you out of your daily grind and help you 
break through any creative blocks you may be 
experiencing. 

Most photography challenges test you and 
push your limits in the three following differ-
ent ways (as quoted by the folks at Dogwood 
Photography).  

• “Storytelling”: Good photographers can 
take beautiful images of something. Great pho-
tographers can take an image that tells a sto-
ry. This category makes use of compositional 
rules and directed prompts to push you towards 
not just looking at the beauty of something, but 
to find a way to tell that something’s story.

•  Technical: Technical aptitude is just as 
important as creative inspiration in photogra-
phy. With that in mind, this category is a mix 
of in-camera and post processing techniques 
designed to expose you to new technical skills 
and techniques.

•  Artistic Impression: When this category 
comes up, you really have room to express 
yourself. You can interpret the assignment lit-
erally or figuratively. Unlike the other two cat-
egories that are more focused, the idea of this 
category is to let your creativity shine.

We’ve rounded up a few of our favorite 
websites dedicated to challenges along with 
some simple and fun photo projects that will 
inspire and excite you.

Estate property
Motivated seller
All reasonable 

offers
considered! 

Spacious, three-story 
townhouse with walkout 

basement, garage, 
gorgeous wood floors, 

flagstone patio. Freshly 
painted and recarpeted!
 Three bedroom, 2.5 baths 
in 2,000 sq feet, featuring 

an open floor plan, gas 
fireplace, beautiful spacious 

kitchen. Lovely mature 
landscaping throughout 

the seasons. 

$210,000
1353 Horseshoe Drive
Woodstock, VA 22664

Contact Betsy Sullivan 
Country Homes
540-459-4663

cohomes@shentel.net

 Photo by Marie Joabar

Photography Challenges 
for 2017

                           Yard  Work 
 Mowing  •  Pruning  • Weed-Eating • Mulching  

Minor Outdoor Repairs
 Power Washing  •  Staining/Painting  •  Repair

Clean Out & Haul Away
 Garages  •  Attics  •  Yards

Call me to  
help with    
  your 
   TO DO     
      list!

 Keith Zirkle 
540-335-1546

(Call or Text)

Email: keith@shentel.net
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Hours: Wed-Sun 10-5 • 540-383-4338 • Instagram: @stillriverdays_trudy

9438 South Congress St, New Market

www.stillriverdayantiques.com

Still River Days Antiques

Antique Furniture • License Plates •  Local Historical Collections • Signs
Primitive Farm Items • Petroliana • Antique Railroad Oil Lamps

Vintage Kitchen Items and much more!  

Friday, February 10, 4-7pm
Special jewelry show by artist Kathy Gehman Alderfer 

Meet the artist and see her beautiful creations in antiqued brass and copper, 
gemstones, glass beads and metal stamping. Showing through the 17th. 

@@ @
A bit of sparkle for your valentine!

Indoor/Outdoor Market

3549 Old Valley Pike, New Market

Find us on 
Facebook! 

     Over 70 Indoor Booths

540-740-3900
7 Days a Week  9am-5pm

“This is a 

BIG 

     flea 
market!”

— Yelp review

Shenandoah Valley 
FLEA MARKET Treasures

ValleyEvery Day is a 

Treasure Hunt at 

90 Mini-Shops!
Antique Tools, Vintage Toys, Collectibles, 

Jewelry, Quilts, Primitives, Art 

Woodstock Shopping Center
466 North Main Street, Woodstock, VA

Open 7 Days: Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun Noon-6
540-459-2334

1,000 sq ft Furniture!
Antique, Painted, Repurposed 

& Locally-Made.

540-459-2655 
476 North Main St • Woodstock VA

On Second Thought 
Consign & Thrift Shop

In the former Ben Franklins / Woodstock Shopping Center, North Woodstock

Lots of new 
items and 
sales!

Huge selections of housewares, 
dishware, home decor, furniture, 

clothes, shoes, DVDs, old records...
name it we’ve got it!

February:  Now accepting spring items. 
Consigner drop-off: M-S, 10-5pm. 

Always 

something 

new!

Join Marie at the photography classes taught in the Metro DC area. Visit CapitalPhotographyCenter.com for a listing of topics. 
Marie’s work can be found at 7 East Gallery in Woodstock and at the Edinburg Mill in Edinburg. Photography questions or ideas 
for future articles are welcome, and can be sent to Marie and her assistant, Christina Ascani, at SharedExposures@comcast.net

EASY AND FUN 
DIY PROJECTS
Project 365

This is one of the simplest and most popular photography projects 
out there. Simply, you take a photo every day for 365 days. Your pho-
tography is bound to improve because you are going to take a photo 
every day.  You can do this on your own by simply picking up your 
camera and taking a photo of whatever strikes your fancy. 

ABC Project
Another simple project is to start with the letter A and take a photo 

of something related to or that starts with that letter! Continue this 
every day, every week or every month! This is a great project because 
you can decide how much time you’d like to dedicate to it, 26 days, 
26 weeks or 26 months!

Pick a Lens and Stick With It
The idea behind this project is to get to know your different lens-

es better. Grab a lens and use it exclusively on your camera for a 
week or for a month. For instance, if you usually use a zoom lens, try 
shooting with a fixed focal length like a 35 or 50mm. Or for an even 
bigger challenge, try shooting only with a specialty lens like a macro 
lens or a wide angle (24mm or wider). 

Whichever project you choose, get your challenge for 2017 going 
and we’re sure you’ll feel a renewed passion to photograph as well as 
experience improvement in your shooting or composing skills. 

Dogwood Photography 
52 Week Challenge
https://dogwood.photography/52weekchallenge.html

Professional photographer Dale Foshe created a fun 52-week pho-
tography challenge. He believes that part of what helps students grow 
the fastest is a repeating weekly assignment. 

His website lists specific subjects to shoot each week so you don’t 
have to spend time making your own list. 

Photochallenge.org 
http://photochallenge.org

This is another great resource. The current goal of this non-prof-
it is for you to commit to one of many photo challenges that will 
stretch your photographic skills. On this website you’ll find detailed 
challenges with examples and sometimes tutorials on how to achieve 
specific creative techniques. 

52 Frames
http://52frames.com/

52 Frames offers a guided weekly photography challenge designed 
to help you improve your skills. Every week they send you a new as-
signment and then you have seven days to take your shot and share it 
with the community. After that the online community gives feedback 
and guidance to help you grow. 
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Realtors, Bryce Resort  & Shenandoah
Licensed in the Commonwealth of Virginia

Mountain home getaways!

202.552.5600
4315 50th Street NW • Washington, DC 20016

Kate Brennan
540.999.8895

Kevin Brennan
240.888.3603

John Barnes
703.772.6307

SH9740945  $156,990

369 Palmer Rd, Basye/Bryce Resort 
Mountain retreat w/panoramic forest 
views. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, hardwood 
floors, 2 fireplaces, near mountain sports.



SH9735124 $279,900

372 Killmon Road, Basye/Bryce
Ski slope views w/main level bedrooms, 
soaring stone FP, pine ceilings, open din-

ing. Renovated kitchen and Master Bath

SH9789316  $399,900

89 Whisperwood Way, Basye/Bryce Resort
5BR, 4.5BA Bavarian Chalet with magnificent views & adj. to "White Lighting" ski skope.  
Stone & stucco construction, main-level Master, spacious kitchen, 2 wood-burning stoves, 
Hardwood and tile floors; Garage.  Beautiful light throughout the day and year.

 

SH9665240 $165,000

438 Richmon Rd, Basye/Bryce Resort
3-bedroom, 3-bath mountain chalet on 3 
floors with 2 decks above seasonal stream & 
near Lake Laura. Peaceful location.





SH9750181 $309,900

153 Ellis Road, Basye/Bryce Resort 
3BR, 4BA home across from Lake Laura 
on 0.9 acres.  Stone FP, hardwood floors, 
main-level access via great garage.

www.BryceGetaway.com

SH9760009                      $399,000

427 Anderson Rd Basye/Bryce
Custom 4BR, 4BA home with 2 car garage, main-level living, granite & stainless kitchen, 
deck & screened porch, beautiful light.



COMING SOON $139,900

4338 Supinlick Ridge Road, Basye
.91 acres on Supinlick Ridge South with 
spectacular views east. No HOA, new metal 
roof, shed. 3BR, 2BA



 $220,000

2 Ridge Court Basye/Bryce Resort 
Sought-after Ridge Townhome steps from 
skiing, tennis, golf & restaurants. 3 BRs, 3.5 
BAs, 2 FPs, FR, 2 decks, A/C



1276 Lee Rd, Basye/Bryce Resort 
Golf Course Views! 3- floor mountain home, 
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, stone FP, main-floor 
bedrooms, private master suite, screened 
porch in the tree-tops. FRESH PAINT.



SH8754960  $229,990


54 Leigh Court, Basye/Bryce Resort 
NEW! Investor special: steps from ski 
slopes & bike terrain park, 2,576sqft, 6 BR 
(w/loft), 3BA, 2 sets W/D, 2 stunning stone
FPs, fab mountain view, vaulted ceilings.

SH9815789  $199,900

490 Brenda Lane, Basye
Lake Laura cabin, near lake path and 
community store, yet private.  1710+sqft 3 
BRs, 2.5BAs; new systems. 77acres 

SH9612876 $197,500



SH9804478 $237,500

116 Early Drive, Basye/Bryce Resort 
Tree-top home in Bryce close to all resort 
ammenities. Main-level BR, BA & Laundry, 
walk-out to enchanting decks.



14 Vickie Way, Basye/Bryce Resort  
Near Lake Laura and all Bryce amenities. Includes adjacent lot. Beautiful main-level living 
area with gourmet kitchen, spectacular fireplace and master bedroom.



SH9571343  $356,000
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MacDuff sits close to shelter employee Katrina Keywood as 
he checks out this visitor with a camera. Photos by Linda Wheeler

Holly Helsley, shelter attendent, 
with Calamity Jane who is still 
playful despite a bandaged tail.

Shenandoah County Animal Shelter
540-984-8955  •  10-4 Mon-Fri, 10-2 Sat   •  Closed Sun and Holidays

268 Landfill Road, Edinburg 22824

MR. FEBRUARY - Full of Leaps and Bounds

BY LINDA WHEELER

MacDuff is an 18-pound, four-year-old, black and white, charming 
terrier that may be a contender for highest leaping dog in Shenandoah 
County. This is a dog born with springs on his feet. So, first thing to check 
before you meet and fall in love this cute fellow is the height of your back-
yard fence. Five feet? Maybe. Six feet? Better.

  Because he is a terrier, he is a very active and inquisitive dog, a very 
busy guy all the time. If you’ve had terriers, you know the drill: lots of ex-
ercise and lots of fun time. And for that effort, you will have a wonderful 
friend.

  As to other pets already in the home, MacDuff has the good taste to 
like cats. But other dogs may be a problem. Staff advises that MacDuff 
may do best as an only dog or as a companion to a very submissive dog.

  MacDuff has not been neutered and anyone adopting him would have 
to pay for that operation up front, somewhere around $120. It is possible 
that one of the several shelter angels will volunteer to cover the cost.

  Other than that, MacDuff is a healthy and happy guy just waiting for 
his special people to show up.

A BIRTHDAY INVITATION
  Opus, who shares his home with Mary 

Ruth and Rich Follett in Strasburg, turns 10 
on Feb. 5. This year, rather than allowing 
his house to once again be filled to the roof 
with presents for himself, Opus is asking his 
family members, friends, fans and even those 
who haven’t had the pleasure of meeting him 
yet, to buy a gift for his “fur buddies” at the 
shelter. The celebration runs the whole month 
of February.

The shelter staff has agreed to accept gifts 
in his name. Suggestions include: canned dog 
food, dog treats, dog toys, clay cat litter, peanut 
butter, copier paper, black pens, Lysol, disin-
fectant, trash bags and blankets.

Besides the shelter, gifts may be left at A 
Touch of Class (where Opus may be spend-
ing the day occasionally), 260 E. Washington 
Street, Strasburg and at Walton and Smoot, 109 
S. Main Street, Woodstock (ask for Donna).

LOVE THAT GOOD 
NEWS!

Calamity Jane, the very lovable but 
accident prone girl, who was our Miss 
January has a home. A woman took CJ 
home soon after her interview and por-
trait appeared in this space.

MacDuff

Opus

Calamity 
Jane

ISO In Search Of a New Home

Building fine homes in Shenandoah County for over 35 years 
Call: George Randel 540-984-9299/540-325-3344

Custom Homes • Renovations & Restorations • Quality Craftsmanship 
 “Green” Options  •  Custom Cabinetry

“A house by Randel Construction 
will exceed your expectations...”

Randel ConstructionInc
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Wayfaring

BY BILL NABORS

“Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, “Master, now you are dismiss-
ing your servant in peace, according to your 
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel.”  And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what 
was being said about him. Then Simeon bless-
ed them and said to his mother Mary, “This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will 
be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.”  St. Luke 2:28-35 NRSV

This month’s column is inspired by the 1947 
Hollywood film The Bishop’s Wife.  The film 
can easily be streamed for free or purchased 
for a small fee, depending on your technology 
preferences. I highly recommend it.  You may 
even want to watch it before you read this (and 
hopefully you will afterward).

But wait a minute. I hear many questions 
rising across the miles. It’s not Christmas, 
right?  A black and white film that is now 70 
years old?  A film that had many production 
issues and personality clashes among the star 
studded cast?  A film that was not  considered 
very successful when released and was even 
reissued under another title to pump up sales? 
Yes, you betcha.  In fact all those questions 
help make the film even more compelling from 
my perspective. But first I need to explain a 
few things.

First, the whole Christmas connection.  
Technically the 12-day Christmas season runs 
from Christmas Eve through January 5th, with 
January 6th (Visit of the Magi) as a transition 
day to the Epiphany season.  But there are a 
couple of built-in exceptions in the Church 
year.  The whole Christmas cycle (Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany seasons) runs from 
late November/early December till February 
and sometimes even into March (it can vary.)  

The theme of this cycle is light shining in the 
darkness. This is mirrored in the shortness of 
daylight in the northern hemisphere this time of 
year.  We are still in that cycle.  

Then there is the “Presentation of our Lord” 
which is celebrated on February 2nd each year. 
You may know this event as Candlemas or 
even Groundhog Day.  (Yes, there is a religious 
connection to Groundhog Day.  I have written 
about this for the Courier.  Contact me if you 
can’t find an answer.)  Presentation Day marks 
forty days after Christmas Day.  Forty is a popu-
lar religious number.  (Think of Israel’s 40 years 
wandering, Jesus forty days in the wilderness, 
forty days from Easter until Ascension, etc.)  It 
symbolically stands for a long time that is fol-
lowed by a revelation of God in the world.  In 
the Jewish tradition all first born males are pre-
sented back to God as a recognition of God’s 
sovereignty but the child is returned to his fam-
ily as a sign of God’s grace.  So, too, Jesus was 
presented in the temple.

But then something remarkable happened.  
Several ‘prophets’ appeared and spoke/sang 
praises of this child. That included the song of 
Simeon which is included in the passage at the 
beginning of this column. It speaks of a light to 
enlighten all people. 

 In the Church, February 2 is considered 
an echo of Christmas.  People would put out 
decorations and sing again the Christmas car-
ols.  In some Medieval cultures, all forty days 
were celebrated as part of the Christmas season.  
Some of us skiers, following the European al-
pine tradition, keep white lights on all winter 
to celebrate our favorite season.  More than an 
excuse for keeping your holiday lights on, this 
holiday reminds us of the “light shining” theme 
of the cycle. When least expected, by means 
and people most surprising, God becomes visi-
ble again in our world.  This is the main hope of 
the Christmas cycle, exemplified but not limited 
to, the Christ child.

Likewise, surprise is certainly the word to 
describe the establishment of The Bishop’s Wife 

214 South Main Street, Edinburg VA

Mon - Sat 9:30-5:30, Sun Noon-5

There are 
stories  

     here...

M u s e u m  •  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r  •  S h o p p e  •  E v e n t s 

540-984-8400

Surprise: It All Worked—
A Black & White Classic 
Still Speaks Today
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See WAYFARING
on page 33

as a blessed Christmas classic. Like It’s a Won-
derful Life, released the previous year, it was 
not really about Christmas at all.  (Trivia ques-
tion: what two child actors appeared in both 
these films? See the end of this column for the 
answer.) 

In fact, similarities between the two films 
often caused The Bishop’s Wife to be over-
looked at its release.  Both of these films were 
overshadowed by “Miracle on 34th Street”, a 
Christmas film released in the summer to avoid 
being labeled as such. (Don’t you just love 
Hollywood?)  It was considered too religious 
by many at its release and when numbers were 
slow, it was re-released as Cary and the Bish-
op’s Wife to play on Cary Grant’s popularity and 
sexuality.  Like Life, television helped bring The 
Bishop’s Wife to prominence and even it’s black 
and white simplicity adds to it’s charm. Who 
would’ve have guessed that in 1947?

Despite an all-star cast (not only Cary Grant, 
David Nevin and Loretta Young but also fabu-
lous character actors such as Monty Woodley, 
James Gleason, Elsa Lanchester and Sara Ha-
den) the film almost fell apart. The script was 
rewritten several times with Billy Wilder doing 
an uncredited rewrite. The director was replaced 
and took the film in a new direction. The actors 
did not get along.

David Niven, who was mourning the recent 
death of his wife, was originally supposed to 
play the angel Dudley but in order to get Carey 
Grant, Niven had to take the role of the Bishop, 
even though he did not like the role. Gary Grant 
was a perfectionist but also a prankster which 
was both liked and disliked on set.  Loretta 

Young apparently did 
not get on with Grant at 
this time.  

Surprise, it all 
worked.  The film came 

together despite, or maybe even because, of all 
the changes.  In retrospect, the casting seems 
inspired. Who else could have played the Bish-
op who lost his way, other than one who was 
undergoing his own search for meaning in life?  
(I think it is one of Niven’s best performanc-
es.) Niven is lot better than most clergy roles 
in film and TV. Besides who else could trade 
barbs with Grant, toe to toe?  And who could 
have made an angel charming, funny, suave 
and sexy?  I think angels have trended up in 
movie roles ever since.  Loretta Young and 
Grant channeled their personal tension into a 
chemistry that comes through even in black 
and white.  Who else could both be attracted 
to, and yet turn down, Cary Grant? The cast 
of character actors did their usual strong bits. 
The surprise is that it all worked together.  (By 
the way Grant did most of the ice skating se-
quences himself except for a couple of obvious 
frames by a stunt double.  Who knew he could 
ice skate?)

Even the plot of the film is full of surprises.  
(Spoiler alert!) Based on a 1928 novel by Rob-
ert Nathan, it is the story of a Bishop who is so 
focused on building a new Cathedral that he 
loses perspective on his true ministry and his 
family life.  Finally in desperation he prays for 
help and is sent an answer; the angel Dudley.  
Not what he expected at all, surprise.   
   Dudley soon charms all the women, turns 
the household upside down and reminds every-
one of what is really important in a faith life 
 —relationships and care for the needy and out-
cast—not buildings  When the Bishop reminds 
Dudley that he is not what he expected, Dudley 

reminds him we don’t get to choose.  (Sort of 
like the old Stones song, “You can’t always get 
what you want, but if you try, you find, you get 
what you need.”) 

The Bishop finally recognizes the joy in his 
house and is moved to action when he realiz-
es the growing attraction between his wife and 
the angel. (This attraction is played on more 
intently in the book but in 1947 movie censors 
weren’t going to allow much of that, but Grant 
and Young make the most of what they have to 
work with.)  

The Bishop’s wife asks Dudley to leave and 
he complies (he’s no fallen angel) telling the 
Bishop that sometimes angels envy mortals.  
He leaves and with him all remembrance of 
Dudley. Dudley smiles and walks away into a 
snowfall as his mission is completed and the 
Bishop delivers on Christmas Eve his best 
sermon ever (written by Dudley, of course).  
Another spoiler alert: this story was remade in 
1996 as “The Preacher’s Wife: with Denzel-
Washington and Whitney Houston.

8 miles south of New Market on Rt. 11 
1 and 1/2 miles south of I-81 exit 257 

www.bluestoneinnrestaurant.com 

 
 

 

 The Blue Stone InnThe Blue Stone Inn  A valley landmark since 1927 
we serve hand-cut steaks 

 and fresh seafood specialties 
 in a casual and  

relaxed atmosphere. 
Friendly service, great food, 
and specials featured daily. 

 * Gift Certificates Available * 

540-434-0535 
Tuesdays-Thursdays:  4:30 -  8:30 

Fridays:  4:30 -  9:00 
Saturdays:   4:00 -  9:00 

 

Beat the rush and celebrate 
 with your sweetheart 

 on February 10th or 11th! 

I wonder if we 
have lost our per-
spective.  Do we 
still look for the 
surprising God of 

Christmas?  Do we expect a God who works 
through all-too-human messengers to do unex-
pected wonders as people are led in surprising 
directions?  Are we too befuddled by life to re-
alize the angels may indeed be envious of our 
potential relationships? God devotes so much 
of his effort on and through us.  Perhaps our 40 
days are about realizing that all that we need 
God provides and is right beneath our noses. 
The light still shines. “Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, according to 
your word; for my eyes have seen your salva-
tion, which you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gen-
tiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

So let me suggest that on February 2, or 
sometime this month, we all make some pop-
corn, light a fire in the fireplace, throw on the 
decorative lights, gather with family, friends or 
strangers and pop in the DVD (or stream) The 
Bishop’s Wife. Let us sharpen our senses for the 
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     Creekside Realty 
 
 

540-856-3325   Toll Free:  1-800-376-3325    

www.creekside-realty.com    

“Serving Bryce & Shenandoah County Since 1994” 

Selling more properties in the area than any other company 

39 Resort Drive (PO Box 60), Basye VA 22810 

SH9526117  4 BR /3 BA newer home. Views. Large 
family room. Finished basement. Furnished. Newly 
Landscaped.     

 PRICE $190,000 

SH9781476  Bright and airy 3BR/3BA  home at 
Bryce Resort. Screened porch. Well maintained. 
Move in ready. Finished basement with wet bar 
for entertaining. Corner lot. New heat pump. 

PRICE $179,900 
  

SH9781005  Priced to sell.   Quiet end of 
Bryce. Nice home inside and out. 

SOLD 
PRICE $159,900 

SH9646985  Very nice unit. Has newer kitchen, 
flooring and windows. Just a few minutes from 
al the activities Bryce Resort has to offer. 
2BR/2BA. Furnished. Mountain Views. 

             PRICE $66,500 

SH9841353 This Aspen East 1BR/1BA condo 
faces the ski slopes with the ski lift right outside 
your door. Just bring your skis or mountain bike. 
Walk to skiing, mountain biking, dining, summer 
and winter tubing, 18 hole golf course, pool and 
more. Move in ready—furnishings convey. 
                  PRICE $84,900 

SH8565442  Cozy weekend getaway. Nestled 
in the trees with a tranquil stream below. Large 
deck. 2BR/2BA. Appliances included. Moun-
tain/golf course views from the LR. Close to all 
recreational activities offered at Bryce Resort.             

  PRICE $119,500 

SH9768379  This beautiful, large 4,000+ sq ft 
home on over 1 acre is maintenance free . 
5BR/3.5 BA. Separate den and office. Large MBR 
and MBA on main level. Gourmet kitchen, SS 
appliances, separate DR. Large screened porch, 
deck. Lots of storage and 3 car garage. 

PRICE $349,900 

SH9735314  Beautiful open floor plan 
3BR/2.5BA. MBR on 1st floor. New wood 
floors, great stone FP, new kitchen appliances, 
new carpet in MBR & BRs, new roof. Beautiful 
fire pit. 

NEW PRICE $188,900 

SH8658848 Extra large 748 sq ft walk in 1st 
floor condo has BR w/ 2 queen beds and extra 
room with 2 twin beds. Stone FP. On the slopes 
and golf course. Walk to the amenities Bryce 
has to offer. 

PRICE $92,000 

SH8507472  A great lot to build on at Bryce Resort. 
Dual street access and .34 acre.  

                                    SOLD 
                PRICE $1,000 

SH9767923  Motivated seller. Situated on 3.44 
acres. Bamboo flooring. Vinyl clad windows. 
French doors. Nice kitchen cabinets and coun-
tertops. ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION. Vinyl siding. 
Private location. Minutes to Bryce Resort. 

  PRICE $165,000 

SH9749016  A frame chalet offers 3 BR/1BA. 
New electric range. Newer bathroom. Full 
unfinished basement. Nice lot. Close to the 
amenities of Bryce Resort. 

NEW PRICE $125,500 

SH9634660  Cedar siding with screened porch. 
HWD floors with ceiling to floor stone fireplace 
in the Living Room. Eat in kitchen. 3 BR and 2BA 
with a loft. Located on a cul-de-sac. Perfect for 
all seasons. 

PRICE $169,900 

Gloria Cooper 

Sales Associate 

540-333-3726 

Rich Armell 
Principal        
Broker 

540-333-4700 

Bob Scrivener 

Sales Associate 

540-333-6930 

 

SH9785925 Picturesque mountain views from this 
lovely home. Numerous custom features. Over 
5,000 finished sq ft. 6BR including Master Suite, 4 full 
BAs, 4 FP,  gourmet kit., large entertainment area, 
finished lower lever. Upper level party room w/ bar 
and hot tub. Almost 1 acre of landscaped grounds. 

 PRICE $385,000 

SH9827101 Easily accessible Aspen East Condo 
with golf course views. At the core of the slopes 
right at all Bryce has to offer. Good short term 
rental possibilities. Very motivated seller. 

PRICE $85,000 

Crystal Fleming 

Sales Associate 

540-287-7722 

 

SH9822890 MUST SEE 2,400 sq ft home on .42 
acres. 4BR/2BA. Great circular drive, large deck, 
mountain views with newer roof, vinyl siding and 
wood floors. 3 levels with most furniture conveying 
and price to cell—under $70 a square foot.  

                    PRICE $165,000 

Email: creek@shentel.net   

 

  

Contract 

Vicki Zimmerman 

Sales Associate 

540-746-5402 

 

 

New Listing 
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WAYFARING
Continued from page 31

These cats were among 
64 felines recently taken 

from the home of an 
elderly Strasburg 

couple. Local animal 
groups are struggling 

to place the animals as 
the new influx of cats 

is stressing a foster 
home system already 

overloaded with stray 
felines.

BY AMY VOSS-DEVITO

As President of the Humane Society of Shenandoah County, Melisa Mill-
er-Piselli would be the first to tell you that on any given day there are too 
many cats in need of permanent homes staying in foster cat care and at no-kill 
shelters throughout the region. 

But on the morning of Tuesday, January 18, the already taxed cat situation 
tipped over into full-blown crisis when she received a call from Sgt. Brogan of 
the Shenandoah County’s Sherriff’s Office, informing her that 64 cats needed 
to be evacuated from a home in Strasburg. The order allowing them to take the 
cats had been signed. Brogan and Deputies Rhodes and Penwell would begin 
caging the cats in carriers immediately. 

 Would the Humane Society coordinate the rescue?

They did, taking 52 of the animals and getting enormous help along the 
way from dozens of local cat rescue’s and animals hospitals who provided ev-
erything from low-cost emergency medical care to loving “hands-off” shelter 
in barns and greenhouses for friendlyish but not quite fully socialized kitties.

Two weeks later, after one touch and go overnight veterinary visit for a 
cat christened Simba, and a total of $7,000 in reduced rate medical bills for 
felines who suffered everything from upper respiratory infections to ruptured 
eyeballs from untreated herpes infections, 42 of the Strasburg cats have found 
new homes. That leaves 21—10 docile “indoor” cats and 12 indoor-outdoor  
barn cat types— in search of new digs. 

Now healthy and adoptable, they have brand new names. Fanciers in search 
of a certain look have plenty to choose from. Hanker after tabbies? There is 
Joey, a brown tabby and Sebastian, a big cat with beautiful orange tabby mark-
ings. Prefer the look of tortoiseshell cats? Georgie Girl may be for you.  Then 
there is Simba, the orange and white kitty who pulled through his one-night 
stay at an animal hospital like a champ. You can see these and many more on 
the HSCC’s website, http://hsscva.org/strasburgcatsupdates.html. 

Or, if you are the hands-on type, you can visit them at the Think Cat! fund-
raiser being held at Swover Creek Farms & Brewery on February 11 from 

2-5 pm. The event is a free-for-all for all things 
cat—funny cat videos and pizza sales are just a 
few of the events planned. Live cats will be there 
to pet and take home.

Grateful as she is to the foster cat communi-
ty, all the veterinarians who provided discounted 
care and the Shenandoah County Sherriff’s Office 
for intervening in a disastrous situation, Mill-
er-Piselli concedes that the unexpected crisis de-
pleted the funding they received from donors over 
the holiday season. 

“I am amazed and humbled,” she said, reflect-
ing on the outpouring of support they received 
on a moment’s notice. “Our community just 
stopped what it was doing (to help) and we’re 
extremely grateful to the Shenandoah County 
Sherriff’s office.”

For more information, contact 
www.hsscva.org
Donations may be sent to:
Humane Society of Shenandoah County
PO Box 173, Woodstock, VA 22664

Cat Crisis Under Control 
But Funding, Homes for 21 
Still Need to be Found

Community Notes

Few cats enjoy their carriers, but vets and HSSC volunteers alike were 
pleased to see that Simba, a very sick cat, had enough spunk to complain. 
Here he is leaving to recuperate. Photos courtesy HSSC

surprising light of the Christ child in our lives.  
Let me end with the part of the Christmas Eve 
Sermon that ends the movie.

“Tonight I want to tell you the story of an 
empty stocking. Once upon a midnight clear, 
there was a child’s cry, a blazing star hung over 
a stable, and wise men came with birthday gifts. 
We haven’t forgotten that night down the cen-
turies. We celebrate it with stars on Christmas 
trees, with the sound of bells, and with gifts. 
But especially with gifts. 

You give me a book, I give you a tie. Aunt 
Martha has always wanted an orange squeezer 
and Uncle Henry can do with a new pipe. For 
we forget nobody, adult or child. All the stock-
ings are filled, all that is, except one. And we 
have even forgotten to hang it up. 

The stocking for the child born in a manger. 
It’s his birthday we’re celebrating. Don’t let us 
ever forget that. Let us ask ourselves what He 
would wish for most. And then, let each put in 
his share, loving kindness, warm hearts, and a 
stretched out hand of tolerance. All the shining 
gifts that make peace on earth.”  

Let’s fill the empty stocking and let the light 
shine! Enjoy. Amen.

(Spoiler Alert Part Two—Karolyn Grimes 
who plays Debby the young daughter in this 
film also played the daughter “Zuzu” in  It’s a 
Wonderful Life. Bobbie Anderson who leads 
the defense in the snow ball fight also played 
young George Bailey in It’s a Wonderful Life.)

Bill Nabers has over thirty years of parish 
experience, much of it in Shenandoah County, 
serving Lutheran congregations. He is current-
ly pastor at St Paul Lutheran Church in Stras-
burg. In his spare time, Bill is a part-time ski 
patroller at Bryce Resort.
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Looking to the East we see the Massanutten. It starts in 

Strasburg and ends in Harrisonburg. The Woodstock and 

Edinburg Gaps carry us over to Fort Valley while the New 

Market Gap takes us to Luray and Page Valley.  Beyond the 

Massanutten, the Blue Ridge can't be seen from the lower 

parts of the valley but is visable from Big Schloss and other 

high points on Great North Mountain. 

Easily identified: Look for Signal Knob, the Edinburg and New 

Market gaps and Short Mountain. Then it’s fun to note Green 

Mtn showing up above Powell and Three Top and knowing 

that Little Fort Valley is nestled between them.

Little North Mountain as seen from the Food Lion  parking lot. A great view of Fetzer Gap.

Traveling west on Rt 42. 
Looking towards Wolf Gap there still is a bit of smoke from the fire that raged there in April when this picture was taken. Note that Big and Little Schloss have similar profiles. 

Photo taken on Rt 42 across from Larkins Grocery.
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As we travel from Harrisonburg to Winchester the North 

Mountains are on our left. The closest mountain to us is Little 

North, but in Shenandoah County it takes a huge break. 

Starting near the Rockingham/Shenandoah County  line and 

continuing on to Columbia Furnace, first there is Supin Lick 

Mountain and Ridge with the road to Basye running between 

them. A bit further is Three Mile Mountain at Columbia 

Furnace and the road to Wolf Gap and Great North Mountain. 

Little North then picks up again and continues the length of 

the county, running side by side with  the Back Road. The Al-

legheny Mountains are “just over the mountains” in West Va.  

Easily identified: Look for three Mile Mountain,also Tibbot Knob 

& Big Schloss (they’re on the same ridge), Little Schoss (it’s big!) 

and  Little North with Fetzer Gap, all shown above.

Our mountains. We see them every day and, although we take 

them for granted, they are our compass. We often look up and are 

startled by their beauty and we miss them when we travel and 

breath a sigh of relief when they welcome us back.

From Rt 11, driving in  to Strasburg. Note that Green Mtn peeks up over Three Top.

Three Top Mtn ends at the Woodstock Tower Road then Powel Mtn begins and

 continues to the Edinburg gap. 

Edinburg Gap seen from behind WalMart. From here you can see the whole of Short Mtn while the rest of the Massanutten is hidden.

Again, Green Mtn shows above Powell, but only when the light is right. Often the two mountains appear as one.

Above, the New Market Gap as seen from Rt 11, driving south towards New Market.

Left, The north end of Short Mtn as seen from New Market. This distinct mountain stands 

out in the valley with a peaked, volcano-look when viewed from certain points.

Two prominent knobs

seen in the distance are at the 

south end of the Massanutten 

in Harrisonburg
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Foot of 

Three Mile Mtn
Tibbot Knob

Shenandoah County, Virginia - a Pictorial GuideOur Mountains
     by Lynne Crumpacker

Shenandoah County's valley floor is approximately 1200 feet above sea level. The highest point in Shenandoah County is at Mill Mountain (3293) in the Great North Mountains. Please note that the sketches of the mountains are a simplified reference and are not to scale.
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Community Notes

Suzanne Soliday of Suzanne’s Studio in 
Edinburg, will present a program It’s Fun 
Art—Not Fine Art, at the Shenandoah Val-
ley Music Festival Guild lunch on Thursday, 
February 16 at the Miller Grill of the Shen-
valee Resort in New Market. Gathering time 
is 11:30 am, with lunch served at noon. Cost 
is $20 per person. The public is cordially in-
vited to attend.

Suzanne is known for her sessions that 
make painting accessible to those who have 
little experience with it. After spending 20 
years in marketing and advertising, Suzanne 
decided to pursue her lifelong passion for art 
by opening a studio in Edinburg that oper-
ates as a family business with husband, Ted, 
and daughters, Brianna, age 17, and Megan, 
age 15. She finds joy in seeing people create 
something they’re proud of, despite their lack 
of artistic confidence.

One of her most popular events is the Pet 
Portrait Party. “I show them how to paint 
the fur, how to break it down step-by-step to 
bring out the face and capture the personality 
of their pet.”

Doug Pifer’s story on the next page about blue herons, reminded us that a couple of our other 
contributors had sent pictures featuring herons. Left, a drawing by Tom Chipley and above, a 
photo taken from Joan Anderson’s back door this past September just off the Back Road.  
Photo by Joan Anderson

Music Guild 
to Learn About
“Fun Art” 
at February Lunch

Suzanne Soliday and husband Ted.  
Photo courtesy Solidays

At the luncheon, Suzanne will demonstrate 
how her students create their own masterpiec-
es. Her lighthearted painting lessons, given in 
a step presentation, explore color mixing, brush 
techniques, composition, layout and design.

For lunch, guests have a choice of broccoli 
and cheese quiche with potato soup; taco salad 
in an edible bowl; or grilled chicken with pas-

Now that The Art Group Gallery (TAGG) 
has vacated the Bowman-Shannon Cultural 
Arts Center (BSCAC) in Mount Jackson, the 
center is seeking other art-related organiza-
tions or individuals to rent its facilities. 

The center contains 6000 sq. ft. with a 
full kitchen, open studios and bathroom fa-
cilities on each of three floors.  It offers am-
ple parking and Main Street frontage.  Those 
interested in exploring use of the building 
should contact Vickie Baker at 540-335-
5087 or 540-477-4131.

The BSCAC is a 501(c)(3) not for profit 
organization located at 5998 Main Street in 
Mt. Jackson, Virginia. It hosts artist studios 
and public spaces, as well as facilities for on-
going art education outreach. 

Art Center Seeks 
New Tenants

ta salad. Dessert will be warm apple cobbler. 
A cash bar for beer, wine, and spirits will be 
available

For information or to reserve with choice of 
entrée, contact the new Guild reservations per-
son, Sandy Pruett at 540-459-2314 or email her 
at kepruett@shentel.net.

— Reported by Joan Anderson

Photo by Lynne Crumpacker
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Great Blue Heron 
in Winter

BY DOUG PIFER

We pulled into the driveway, got out of the 
car and saw a big bird on a branch preening its 
feathers. Perched in a big hackberry tree at the 
edge of the woods, the great blue heron looked 
enormous.  

We’d seen blue herons flying overhead and 
fishing in the creek all year long. But this was 
the 19th of December. By this time most great 
blue herons have migrated southward. Still, it 
isn’t that unusual to see a great blue heron in the 
winter, particularly if the weather has been mild 
and the streams and ponds stay open.  But if the 
weather remains cold, herons will likely move 
southward.

I’ve watched occasional great blue herons 
hunting for field mice far from water during the 
winter. Typically, they use the same method to 
catch prey whether wading through water or 
among tall grasses and weeds. The bird is a study 
in caution, alternately standing statue-still with 
neck outstretched or striding carefully and pur-
posefully along. The instant prey is spotted the 
heron’s neck folds into a tight S, the bird leans 
forward, and at the right moment thrusts its bill 
downward to harpoon its prey. Friends of mine 
who are expert fly-fisherman have told me they 
imitate the deliberate “stop and go” style of a 
great blue heron when they fish for trout.

 This heron was perched facing us, standing 
on one leg while the other was tucked up and 
hidden by the long plumes that streamed from 
his chest. The black stripes on its head, white 
crown and prominent plume feathers on its chest 
indicated it was an adult bird. I looked out sev-
eral times during the evening, and the bird never 
left its perch until after dark. 

Five days later, the morning of Christmas 
Eve, the big heron was back in the same hack-
berry tree just above the creek. It ignored me as I 
set up the spotting scope, which revealed striking 
detail. 

Perched with its back towards me, the her-
on’s handsome back plumes spread out like an 
upside-down fan. A light rain was falling. Drop-
lets ran off the curved plumes and off the end of 
the heron’s dagger-like bill. I mounted the phone 
camera on the scope and got several photos as it 
twisted its long neck around to preen its feathers. 
A bit of down remained stuck on the end of its bill.  
From time to time the big bird looked around wari-
ly or shifted on its perch, but soon tucked up one 
leg and resumed resting. Later in the day it stopped 
raining and when I looked out, the heron had gone.

In West Virginia, Virginia and Maryland, great 
blue herons’ numbers remain reasonably high. 
Herons have few predators except mankind, yet 
they remain wary and shy. They nest singly or in 

groups in remote forested areas high in trees.  
Nesting colonies are vulnerable to human dis-
turbance, which can result in nest abandonment. 
When adult birds are disturbed and leave the 
nest, their eggs and young become more vulner-
able to predation by crows, raccoons, bald eagles 
and great horned owls.

Doug Pifer, artist and writer, recently moved 
to a farm beside Rocky Marsh Run in West Vir-
ginia. His illustrations have appeared in various 
books and magazines and are found in a number 
of private commissions and murals for individ-
uals and corporations. He has a BS in English 
Education and a Master’s Degree in Journalism. 
Doug has been a contributor to the Mountain 
Courier for more than 10 years. 

 As The Crow 
Flies

Photo by Doug Pifer
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Feb 24-25-26~ French Wine Dinners
6-courses paired with lovely French wines. $58+tax

April 21-22~ Legends Wine Dinners
Some of the most famous  - & suitably premium

priced -  wines in the world, paired with a 
spectacular 8-course dinner. $74+tax

March 18~ Bill Vaughan’s 
Rock ‘n Roll Band

A one-night show featuring your favorite piano 
player and friends - plus a delicious 4-course 

June 24~ Robbie Limon 
Entertainment Dinner 

 A 4-course dinner accompanied by a 
memorable evening with one of the 
area's most-popular entertainers. 

$58+tax

Robbie Limon

Bill Vaughan

SHOPPES... Fun things from 
around the world including local 
handmades. The WINE & BEER 
SHOP looks small, but it’s a busy 
place. Sign up for  “Wine Alert” 
emails for the latest news.

“Looking for something special 
for the one in your life on 

Valentine’s Day? You’ll find 
hearts and more right here!”   

 — Roger Barbee, Edinburg

2017 seminar series

5:30-7pm...The Garden Cafe open for light dinner & wine..

 7-8pm...Seminar... $5.00  per seminar, all door  
proceeds donated to the Shenandoah County Free Clinic.

 Reservations are requested as seating is limited.  

Monday, February 6
Understanding, appreciating & 

conserving Virginia’s Wild Bees
Learn about our wild bee species, understand the 

roles they play and the threats they face in the 
modern landscape  - Presented by Dr T’Ai Roulston, 

Curator at VA State Arboretum

Monday, February 20 
Enhancing your yard for birds
Tips on landscaping and plantings that attract 
more birds and provide better wildlife habitat 

throughout the year - Presented by Dr David Carr, 
Blandy Experimental Farm

540-459-5151 • www.fortvalleynursery.com • 1175 South Hisey Ave • Woodstock, VA

Winter Hours Mon-Sat Nursery 8-5 Cafe 8-3:30

The community   
 meets here!

THURSDAY NITE 
DINNERS...
A new menu each 
month!

SUNDAYS... Brunch 
in the morning...then 
an afternoon of music 
featuring the best of 
local musicians.

www.cafeshoppes.com      

Mon-Fri 8-6 •  Thurs Nite Dinner 5-9 
Sat-Sun 9-5   •  Sun Brunch 10-2/Music 2-4   

      117 S Main St, Woodstock VA
540-459-8888

Woodstock CafeWoodstock Cafev

v

vv

vv v

& Shoppes

Evening Events
Call soon, Tickets sell fast. 

If sold out, ask about our waitlist!
 Fri & Sat @ 7pm/Sun @ 6pm

EVERY DAY...
Good coffee, 
gourmet breakfast    
and  lunch, fresh-made 
desserts.        
A comfortable place 
to  hang around.

MENU
First Course ~  Choice:

Bacon-wrapped Shrimp w/ Sweet Thai Chili Glaze 

OR~ Beer Cheese Fondue w/ Vegetables, Bread & Meats

Second Course ~  Choice:

French Onion Soup ~OR~  Pappa al Pomodoro Soup 

(Tomato & Bread Soup) w/ Fresh Basil

Third Course ~ Choice:

Strawberry and Fresh Mint Mixed Green Salad w/ Walnuts 

& Mint Vinaigrette ~OR ~ Grilled Caesar Salad w/ Anchovies, 

Parmesan Crisp & Housemade Dressing

Fourth Course ~ Choice of Entree:

4oz Filet of Beef w/ Crab Oscar

Served w/ Potato Rosette & Sauteed Asparagus

 ~OR ~ Grilled Salmon w/ Bearnaise Sauce

Potato Rosette & Sauteed Asparagus

Fifth Course ~ Dessert:

Triple Chocolate Torte w/ Drunken Cherries, 

Raspberry Coulis & Fresh Whipped Cream

VALENTINE’S DINNER

Tues, February 14
Taking reservations 

from 5:15 to 8:30 pm

Five Courses ~ $37.50 +tax

Left, just one of 
our delicious   
   lunch specials

Fort Valley Nursery
G a r d e n  C e n t e r  •  L a n d s c a p i n g  •  C a f e  •  S h o p p e s  •  E v e n t s
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throughout the year - Presented by Dr David Carr, 
Blandy Experimental Farm

540-459-5151 • www.fortvalleynursery.com • 1175 South Hisey Ave • Woodstock, VA

Winter Hours Mon-Sat Nursery 8-5 Cafe 8-3:30

The community   
 meets here!

THURSDAY NITE 
DINNERS...
A new menu each 
month!

SUNDAYS... Brunch 
in the morning...then 
an afternoon of music 
featuring the best of 
local musicians.

www.cafeshoppes.com      

Mon-Fri 8-6 •  Thurs Nite Dinner 5-9 
Sat-Sun 9-5   •  Sun Brunch 10-2/Music 2-4   

      117 S Main St, Woodstock VA
540-459-8888

Woodstock CafeWoodstock Cafev

v

vv

vv v

& Shoppes

Evening Events
Call soon, Tickets sell fast. 

If sold out, ask about our waitlist!
 Fri & Sat @ 7pm/Sun @ 6pm

EVERY DAY...
Good coffee, 
gourmet breakfast    
and  lunch, fresh-made 
desserts.        
A comfortable place 
to  hang around.

MENU
First Course ~  Choice:

Bacon-wrapped Shrimp w/ Sweet Thai Chili Glaze 

OR~ Beer Cheese Fondue w/ Vegetables, Bread & Meats

Second Course ~  Choice:

French Onion Soup ~OR~  Pappa al Pomodoro Soup 

(Tomato & Bread Soup) w/ Fresh Basil

Third Course ~ Choice:

Strawberry and Fresh Mint Mixed Green Salad w/ Walnuts 

& Mint Vinaigrette ~OR ~ Grilled Caesar Salad w/ Anchovies, 

Parmesan Crisp & Housemade Dressing

Fourth Course ~ Choice of Entree:

4oz Filet of Beef w/ Crab Oscar

Served w/ Potato Rosette & Sauteed Asparagus

 ~OR ~ Grilled Salmon w/ Bearnaise Sauce

Potato Rosette & Sauteed Asparagus

Fifth Course ~ Dessert:

Triple Chocolate Torte w/ Drunken Cherries, 

Raspberry Coulis & Fresh Whipped Cream

VALENTINE’S DINNER

Tues, February 14
Taking reservations 

from 5:15 to 8:30 pm

Five Courses ~ $37.50 +tax

Left, just one of 
our delicious   
   lunch specials

Fort Valley Nursery
G a r d e n  C e n t e r  •  L a n d s c a p i n g  •  C a f e  •  S h o p p e s  •  E v e n t s

dinner. The dance floor will be open. $58+tax


